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LEADING FASCIST 


“You are performing a valuable service” wrote President Reagan 
two years ago to a figure who has had a long-term involvement in 
anti-semitic and fascist circles. Reagan’s letter was sent from the 
White House, dated 14 April 1982, to Roger Pearson, and praised his 
“substantial contributions to promoting and upholding those 
ideals and values that we value at home and abroad”. Reagan’s 
letter of appreciation concludes with the hope that “your efforts 
continue to receive broad interest and support” and Reagan 


wishes Pearson “every success in your future endeavours”. 


At face value Reagan’s letter reads like a 
standard letter of thanks to the sort of 
right-wing intellectual, who has made 
Reagan’s brand of primitive conservatism 
intellectually fashionable. Roger Pearson in 
recent years has combined an academic 
career in anthropology with involvement in 
a network of New Right conservative 
organisations in the United States. Pearson 
has held a number of university posts, 
teaching at Queens College in North 
Carolina and the University of Southern 
Mississipi, before becoming the dean of 
academic affairs at Montana College in 
Butte. 

Whilst building up a career as an 
anthropologist, Pearson has made contact 
with right-wing Republicans in Congress, 
through his involvement with conservative 
think-tanks such as the Heritage 
Foundation and the American Security 
Council; he has received at least $36,000 for 
research from the well-endowed Pioneer 
Fund, which commissions right-wing 
research. In addition he has been involved 
with conservative publications such as the 
Journal of Social, Political and Economic 
Studies, whose Editorial Board has 
included conservative right-wingers such as 
Ernest van den Haag and Russel Kirk. 
Pearson has also served as the General 
Editor of Journal of International 
Relations, published by the Council of 
American Affairs and the American 
Foreign Policy Institute. Amongst the 
associate editors of Journal of International 
Relations is James Angleton, the ex-CIA 
chief. 


Please note new telephone number: 01-928 9801 


Maybe it is hardly surprising that Reagan 
should praise the ‘‘endeavours’’ of a man 
who has moved in such conservative circles. 
What is surprising is that Pearson is no 
ordinary right-wing conservative. The man 
whose ‘‘ideals and values’’ the President of 
America praised is one of the most 
important and well-connected figures in the 
shadowy world of post-war fascism. Not 
only was he the founder of a sinister co- 
ordinating organisation for international 
fascists, the Northern League, but he has 
been assiduous in promoting the ideas of 
nazi race theorists. 


Anti-semitic 


Roger Pearson was born in 1927 in St 
John’s Wood, London, but much of his 
early life was spent in India. Between 1945 
and 1948 he served in the British Indian 
Army, and was a tea planter in the far east. 
It was while still in India that Pearson 
began his career in racist politics, editing 
Northern World in 1956. This magazine set 
the pattern of Pearson’s politics: it was a 
nordicist, anti-semitic publication which 
sought to carry on the traditions of the nazi 
vélkisch theorists. This obscure publication 
from India was soon noticed by other 
fascists. Right, a deeply anti-semitic 
magazine published in San Francisco, noted 
in its September 1957 issue: ‘‘Every once in 
a while something truly unusual turns up 
and this month honours go to Northern 
World . . . published — of all places — in 
Calcutta!’’. Right then announced where 
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Northern World could be obtained: from 
Colin Jordan, the British hard-line fascist, 
whose uncompromisingly nazi stand was 
too extreme for the National Front. 

The Northern World soon established its 
credentials in the circles of ‘intellectual’ 
fascists. It was, for example, soon carrying 
advertisements for Nation Europa, which 
in European fascist circles was the most 
important of the post-war nazi 
publications. Nation Europa was 
established shortly after the Second World 
War by former Waffen-SS officer, Arthur 
Ehrhard, and was centrally involved in the 
1951 Fascist International conference held 
in Malmo Sweden; the purpose of the 
conference was to bring together the most 
important of post-war fascist activists in 
order to co-ordinate future activities. 
Amongst the contributors to the pages of 
Nation Europa have been survivors of the 
old European nazi elite: i.e. Hans Grimm, 
Karl Heinz Priester, Oswald Mosley and 
Maurice Bardéche. 


“Teutonic Nations” 


Around 1958 Roger Pearson was instru- 
mental in setting up the Northern League, 
together with Alistair Harper, who was 
one of the associate editors of Northern 
World. The Northern League was 
ostensibly designed to foster ‘‘the interests, 
friendship and solidarity of all Teutonic 
nations’’. Not a political party itself, the 
Northern League had two functions. 
Firstly, it aimed to create a forum and 
meeting-ground for the remaining nazi 
intellectuals, and so create a means for 
disseminating the ‘cultural’ ideas of nazism. 
Secondly, it was to provide a channel of 
communication for activists around the 
world. 

As far as the ‘intellectual’ side was 
concerned, one of the most important of 
recruits was Hans Giinther, who in pre-war 
Germany had been the leader of the 
Nordicist school of racial philosophy. His 
works, like Rassenkunde des Deutschen 
Volkes were deeply racist and anti-semitic 
and he was a regular contributor to nazi 
party magazines. His work was widely read 
in Nazi Germany and was much admired by 
leading nazi politicians such as Alfred 
Rosenberg, who in 1941 formally 
honoured Giinther with the Goethe medal. 
Giinther was invited in the same year to the 
inaugural conference of Rosenberg’s 
Institute for Research into the Jewish 
Question, whose proceedings provided the 
intellectual background for the policy of 
genocide. In 1969 the Northern League’s 
magazine, Northlander, carried a_ brief 
obituary for Giinther, and commented that 
“the was one of the first members of the 
League’’ (February, 1969). 

Roger Pearson’s ideas were at one with 
the sort of nordicist philosophy 
propounded by Giinther. In Northern 
World, 1959, he published a piece, entitled 
‘pan-Nordicism as a Modern Policy’, in 
which he outlined his basic creed: 


‘“‘What we have to learn and learn 
quickly if we as Europeans are not to be 
annihilated as a species is to begin to 
think in terms of ethnic identity, and 
pan-national concepts . . . When are we 


going to begin to think in terms of ethnic 
and racial identity?’’. 


The intellectuals who joined the 
Northern League were certainly 
predisposed to think in terms of ‘racial 
identity’. They included Ernest Sevier Cox, 
an American leader of the Ku Klux Klan, 
H.B. Isherwood, British author of 
innumerable racist tracts and supporter of 
the National Front, Norbert Seibart, editor 
of the German neo-nazi Nordische Zeitung, 
and James Schwarzenbach, the Swiss racist 


leader of ‘Opposition against Alien 
Invasion’ and chief editor of Der 
Republikaner. 


In 1969 and 1970 the Northern League 
held two closed meetings in Brighton. The 
list of those attending reads like a ‘Who’s 
Who’ of international fascism. Northern 
League member Ray Bamford had been 
active in organising British fascists and 
amongst those attending the Brighton 
rallies were Martin Webster (National 
Front), John Bean (National Front), Ted 
Budden (National Front, National Party), 
Peter Ling (para-military Column 88), 
Oliver Gilbert (pre-war member of Arnold 
Leese’s Imperial Fascist League and post- 
war National Front), John Mitchell 
(Mosleyite) and Colin Jordan (hard-line 
Hitlerite and distributor of Pearson’s 
Northern World). Pearson was unable to 
attend, reportedly because of lecturing 
commitments in the United States, but 
fellow-founder of the Northern League, 
Alistair Harper, was in attendance. 


Arms Sales 


The Northlander, the official publication 
of the Northern League, reported in its 
August/October issue that another non- 
attender of the 1969 meeting had sent a 
special message of support: Dr Wilhelm 
Kusserow, former SS Unterstormfthrer, 
and founder of the post-war Deutsche 
Artgemeinschaft, which followed the pagan 
ideology of the nazi Erich Ludendorff. 
Kusserow was a close contact of the man 
who was to assume leadership of the 
Northern League: Jan Kruls. Like Pearson, 
Kruls had been a colonialist planter. During 
the war Kruls had been interned by the 
Dutch authorities on account of his 
membership of the pro-nazi Fatherland 
Club. For a while after the war he was a 
member of the British National Front. He 
also engaged in arms sales. 

During the early 1960s Pearson had 
remained based in the East, being, in fact, 
the Chairman of the Pakistan Tea 
Association 1963-4. He was also Managing 
Director of Octavius Steel Company of 
Pakistan, based in Chittagong, East 
Pakistan. However, in the mid-1960s 
Pearson moved to the United States to take 
up an academic career, which would enable 
him to combine an interest in anthropology 
with the eugenic creed of Giinther. 

At around the same time as Pearson’s 
move to the United States, Northern World 
changed its name. Having been briefly 
called Folk, it settled on the title Western 
Destiny. It was now being published by 
Willis Carto’s Noontide Press; Carto, then 
as today, is the leading US publisher of 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


April 14, 1982 


Dear Dr. Pearson: 


Thank you for the recent issue of your 
quarterly, The Journal of Social, Political 





and Economic Studies. 


foreign policy and a strong national defense. 


Your substantial contributions to promoting 
and upholding those ideals and principles that 
we value at home and abroad are greatly appre- 
ciated. 


I hope that your efforts continue to receive 
broad interest and support and wish you every 
success in your future endeavors. 


Sincerely, 


(Qoasd (enn 


Dr. Roger Pearson, President 
Council for Social and Econer 
Suite 502 

1629 K Street, N.W 
Washington, D.C. 
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Reagan's song of praise to Pearson. 


anti-semitic, racist and pro-nazi material. 
Recently his publishing lists have specialised 
in material denying the existence of the 
Holocaust. The Carto contact ensured that 
Western Destiny would be supported by 
leading American anti-semites and fascists. 

Pearson remained as Editor of Western 
Destiny until 1966, and his editorial board 
provided interesting company for a man 
whose endeavours were to be praised by the 
President of the United States. 

His associate editor was E.L. Anderson, 
who was also the editor of the anti-semitic 
Right, which had spotted the ‘potential’ of 
the Northern World in its earliest Indian 
days. Anderson had been full of admiration 
for Pearson’s publication, and was 
particularly struck by its anti-semitism. In 
September 1960 Right had praised its fellow 
racist publication unreservedly: 


“Culturally there is no substitute for 
Northern World. This is a magazine 
with a completely positive approach and 
is one with which all nationalists should 
be familiar. The purpose of Northern 
World is to make whites aware of their 
forgotten racial heritage, and to cut 
through the Judaic fog of lies about our 
origin and the accomplishments of our 
race and our Western culture’’. 


Anderson’s fellow editor of Right, 
Edward Vargas, was one of the 
Contributing Editors of Pearson’s Western 
Destiny. So too was Ernest Sevier Cox, and 
another contact from the Northern League, 
Robert Kuttner, who was to become editor 
of American Mercury in 1966 when that 
paper declared itself to be the “‘heir to 
Northern World’’; Kuttner has more 
recently been involved with the anti-semitic 
magazine Spotlight. Another Contributing 
Editor was the academic Austin App, a 
German-American with a long track-record 
in anti-semitic publishing. App’s works 
have been published by Carto and represent 
some of the earliest denials of the existence 
of the Holocaust in the English language. 
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Let us at least talk about it, you wisest of 
men, even sf st seems bud. Silence is 
worse; all truths suppressed become poi- 
sonous. 

—FRIEDRICH NiETZSCHE 


Volume X Number 9 


November, 1965 


EDITOR 
Rocer PEARSON 


ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
E. L. ANDEasoN, Ph.D. 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Austin J. Arp, Ph.D. 
Ivon BENSON 
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Av. Sin Banay Domvice 
K.C.B., C.u., C.M.G. 


Aatnua Esataavt 
Mhunay bi, Gamanit, Phb, 
CM, Caton ttm 
8. V. Hutaury 
Richtaap Kerry Musxins 
Catvin I. Kernant, Ph.D. 
Roweat Kuttnex, Ph.D. 
Epwaap LanGroap 
Fawaice Lanocuu 
lan Bauch Maci.tuo 
Faank Meyers 
RaLen MiLone 
ANDREW PauL 
Hanay Von S. PuTworowsxy 
JostpH M. SALMON 
Heéastal C, Sansoan, Ph.D. 
Daw L. Smirn 
Deagx Sonts 
Hon. Jack B. TENNEY 
Neo Toucnstone 
Epwaap Vana 
FRaNnk VOLKMANN 
Louis Zou 


WesteRan Destiny is published monthly by The 
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fornia. Second-class postage paid at Los Augeles, Calif, 





The masthead of Western Destiny showing 
its editor keeping some notably dubious 
company. 
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Their titles tell their own story: Can 
Christianity Survive When the Jews Control 
the Media and Money?; The Six Million 
Swindle; Kosher Food Racket Exposed etc 
and etc. 

Among the non-American contributing 
editors to Western Destiny were some 
interesting names: A.K. Chesterton, pre- 
war editor of the British Union of Fascists’ 
paper Blackshirt, founder of League of 
Empire Loyalists and first chairman of the 
National Front; Arthur Ehrhardt of Nation 
Europa; Ivor Benson, the South African 
publisher of the anti-semitic Behind the 
News; and Fabrice Laroche, the 
pseudonym of Alain de Benoist, the young 
French intellectual whose magazine 
Nouvelle Ecole has attempted to make 
racist ideas respectable in France. For years 
Pearson was on the comité de patronage of 
Nouvelle Ecole (see Recap, Searchlight, 
July). 


Nazi Theorist 


Western Destiny was not the only outlet 
for Pearson’s nordicist views. As Western 
Destiny noted in December 1965, Pearson’s 
book Race in Ancient Greece continues the 
work of the nazi theorist Giinther: ‘‘Here 
Roger Pearson follows the exposition of 
Prof Dr Hans F.K. Giinther to show how 
the decline of Greece resulted from 
miscenation (sic) and a decline in the 
quality of people’. 

During the 1970s Pearson sought 
contacts from the world of far-right 
conservatism. To this end he was active in 
an organisation called the World Anti- 
Communist League, a Mexican based 
group with branches throughout the world. 
It was particularly strong in Latin America 
and the Far East. The eleventh annual 
conference of WACL in 1978 was held in 
Washington, under the chairmanship of the 
president of its North American chapter: 
Roger Pearson. 

The attendance at the WACL conference 
illustrates the contacts between the world of 
far-right, anti-communist conservatism and 
fascism. Two US senators, Jake Garn and 
James McClure (both Republicans) 
attended, as did the vice-president of 
Guatemala. Also attending was Giorgio 
Almirante, head of the Italian fascist party 
MSI and former leading member of 
Mussolini’s World War Two government. 
Western Destiny contacts attending 
included Ivor Benson and members from 
Nouvelle Ecole. The Washington Post of 28 
May 1978 reported that ‘‘among Pearson’s 
assistants at the Council on American 
Affairs and at the WACL conference was 
Earl Thomas, a former American Nazi 
Party stormtrooper’’. It also reported that 
Liberty Lobby, headed by the anti-semite 
Carto and publisher of Western Destiny, 
helped WACL organise the conference. 

It might be thought that in moving in 
WACL circles, Pearson was beginning to 
distance himself fromthe small world of 
fascist politics in order to tread the wider 
and better financed stage of conservative 
anti-communism. The evidence, however, 
points in the opposite direction: he was 
using conservative organisations in order to 
further anti-semitic and fascist interests. 


Thus under his influence WACL travelled 
further in the direction of anti-semitism and 
nazism. 

In 1980 a row broke out in WACL about 
the activities of Pearson. A paper, entitled 
the Blue Document, circulated within 
WACL’s European chapters accusing 
Pearson of recruiting neo-nazi groups into 
WACL. The Blue Document, written by 
the anti-Pearson faction, specifically 
mentioned Pearson’s links with 
Scandinavian groups such as the 
Norwegian Front and Swedish National 
League. It alleged that ‘‘Dr Roger Pearson 
personally travelled to Stockholm to invite 
a representative of the National League to 
Vienna offering air-ticket and hotel’’. The 
National League’s officer for ‘Foreign 
Relations’, Lars Hedengard, was in contact 
with WUNS — the World Union of 
National Socialists, the co-ordinating group 
for hard-line Hitlerite nazis. The Blue 
Document commented that ‘‘the League’s 
interest in WACL was not awakened until 
the visit of Dr Roger Pearson to Stockholm 
in mid-November 19787’. 

It should not, however, be thought that 
Pearson was a lone anti-semite corrupting 
the pure conservatism of WACL. Instead 
WACL, which received finance from Saudi 
Arabian, Taiwan and South Korean 
governments, was always an ideal meeting 
ground for forces on the extreme right, 
ranging from conservatives, right-wing 
authoritarians through to the nazis. 

Under the slogans of anti-communism, 
these different strands of right-wingers 
could concentrate upon the issues which 
united them. As Reagan’s letter testifies, 
there are ‘values and ideals’ which the 
respectable conservatives can find in 
common with the outer extremes of the 
right. What is more, with the general 
political climate moving towards the right, 
figures like Pearson can come in from the 
cold to find a warm reception at the very 
centre of politics. 





HARRY BIDNEY 1922-84 


| first met Harry when I was 12 
years old. It was a cold autumn 
evening and the Mosleyites 
were on the streets of north 
London intending to parade and 
hold an open air rally. At 
Stamford Hill they were rushed 
by a large group of men and 
women led by the “43 group”. | 
ran with the crowd and was 
pulled up short by a small man 
who told me to go home as | was 
far too young to be out at that 
time of the night. He then joined 
in the rush at the fascists who 
were last seen running like rats 
from the area. 

| did not really meet up with him again 
until the year of the Sharpeville 
massacre. The racists were out on the 
streets supporting the dirty work of their 
murderous friends in South Africa and 
the Mosleyites had been joined by the 
newly emergent nazi style British 
National Party led by Bean, Tyndall and 
Jordan. Their para-military squad, 
“Spearhead’’, was causing havoc 
attacking meetings and marching 
through the streets of black areas of 
London and the provinces. Soon the 
fight was taken back to them and they 
were driven off the streets. 

In 1962 when Jordan declared he 
would “free Britain from Jewish 
control” at a rally in Trafalgar Square, 
Harry was back with a vengeance, and 
from then until his death he did not 
cease for a single day in the struggle 
against the enemy. 

Harry was born and bred in the East 
End of London, the son of East 
European Jewish immigrants. During 
the war he served in Europe and later in 
Malaya, leaving the forces with the rank 


Sergeant Bidney — Malaya 1945. 


of Warrant Officer. 

On his return to London in 1946 he 
found that the Mosleyites were already 
on the streets attacking Jewish 
communities and calling for the return of 
their leader. They marched and held 
rallies in the East End as a provocation to 
the entire community, as often as not 
under heavy police guard. Time and 
time again the police allowed the 
fascists to make highly inflamatory 
speeches and to attack Jewish children 
on the streets. Often the anti-fascist 
protestors who were arrested and 
sometimes gaoled were servicemen 
home on leave or just out of the forces. 
In court they claimed they were doing 
what they had been called up to do — 
fight fascists. 

The leadership in the fight against the 
fascists centred on the labour 
movement. Face-to-face confrontations 
involving the police were seen not to be 
the answer, so after one very violent 
fascist meeting a group of men and 


Harry Bidney (left) silences Mosleyite speaker at Brick Lane 1965. 


women gathered in a pub and set up an 
organisation that was prepared to gather 
intelligence on the enemy and make 
good use of it in halting their activities. 
At the end of the meeting a collection 
was taken and forty three sixpences 
were found in the hat. The ‘43 group” 
was born. Over the next few years they 
set up a highly efficient organisation 
with its own publication, On Guard, and 
a headquarters in west London. They 
saw the problem as more than just anti- 
semitism, and also wrote, spoke and 
protested against the racists in South 
Africa and the Ku Klux Klan in the USA. 
They became renowned for their inside 
information and courage and often 
fought it out with escaped SS prisoners 
of war who were being sheltered by 
British nazis. Harry became a recruiter, 
controller and organiser of infiltrators 
into the nazi groups and a recruiter of 
dissident fascists. 

From 1962, he once again took on this 
role. His greatest success came in the 
mid-60s with the arrest and conviction 
of 13 members of Colin Jordan’s and 
John Tyndall’s nazi groups for a series 
of synagogue arsons. Those convicted 
included Francoise Dior, Colin Jordan's 
former wife. Harry broke the gang by 
persuading one of its young members to 
give himself up to the police. At the Old 
Bailey the Judge at one of the three 
trials praised the work of Harry and his 
colleagues in stopping the arsonists — 
something the police had been 
completely unable to do for over a year. 

Right up to his death he was working 
his agents inside the far right. The 
earliest insight into the infiltration of the 
Tory Party and Monday Club in 1970 
came via one of Harry’s contacts. 

There were sides to Harry that people 
never saw and never appreciated. For 
instance, many years ago he helped 
capture a man being hidden in this 
country by Mosleyites who was wanted 
for an attempt on the life of President de 
Gaulle. 

Harry was a man who had no time for 
party politics, who had friends amongst 
all races. Although a strong supporter of 
the state of Israel he was never an 
unreasoning Jewish nationalist and had 
many Arab friends. He was a man hated 
yet respected by the enemy and they will 
not sleep any easier in their beds now he 
has passed away, because his work laid 
the foundations for the network of anti- 
fascist intelligence work which exists in 
this country today and grows steadily 
stronger. 

Well Harry, | didn’t go home 
that night 35 years ago, and 
others like me taught by your 
example will never go home, 
until the battle is won. 








NF CIVIL WAR: BATTLE HOTS UP 


THE NF’s internal war is 
becoming increasingly bitter. 


Up until recently the pro-Webster 


faction were making all the running 
when it came to scandal being leaked 
piecemeal to the press. They revealed, 
for instance, the alleged irregularities in 
the party’s finances and the funding 
from the Libyan Embassy. The 


Strasserite leadership’s only real 
attempted retaliation was an 
unsuccessful effort by lan Anderson to 
sell stories about Webster’s private life 
to a Sunday newspaper. 

But the latest round of leaks are 
coming from the Strasserite camp, and 
concern a prominent member of the 
Webster faction who is owed a large sum 
of money by the Front and is putting 


pressure on them to repay it. 

He is now being accused of 
vandalising the Hyde Park Holocaust 
Memorial with paint on several 
occasions; of organising a campaign of 
anti-semitic hoax letters purporting to 
come from Jews; of vandalising El Al 
advertisements in the London under- 
ground; and of financing the production 
of the notorious Holocaust News. 


SYNAGOGUE ARSONIST RETURNS 


The last weekend in July saw a 
worrying development in the 
battle between Martin Webster 
and the National Front’s 
“Strasserite” leadership. In a 
desperate bid to gain both 
financial and propaganda 
backing Webster attended a top 
secret meeting in Brighton 
between members of the 
Hancock family, publishers of 
literature for the international 
nazi network, and Madame 
Francoise Dior, the French 
heiress and former wife of 
British nazi boss Colin Jordan. 


Notorious for her financing of the 
British nazi movement in the early ’60s, 
Dior was at one time the fiancée of John 
Tyndall before dropping him in favour 
of his then fithrer, Colin Jordan. Jordan 
split with her after she, as he later put it, 
“betrayed me both at headquarters and 
in the boudoir’’. She had literally taken 


control of Jordan’s National Socialist 
Movement, creaming off the most 
sinister and violent elements, and 
forming them into teams of arsonists. 
Their targets were Jewish homes, shops 
and places of worship. 

After a dozen of these nazis were 
convicted at the Old Bailey she fled back 
to France with Terry Cooper, her 
political secretary. There she was 
arrested and sent to prison for four 
months. Later she returned to England, 
only to be caught by anti-fascist 
investigators, arrested and sent to prison 
for conspiracy to cause arsons to 
synagogues in the London area. After 
serving an eighteen month sentence she 
again left the country. 

Dior has kept up a world-wide circle 
of nazi contacts formed during her 
travels around Europe and the Middle 
East over the last 16 years. Her old 
French nazi comrade, former OAS man 
Yves Jeanne, now runs a nazi movement 
in France, and publishes his own 
Devenir Europeen. Its issue of February 


Francoise Dior with husband of the time, Colin Jordan, staging publicity stunt 
against Patrick Gordon Walker for 1964 Leyton by-election. 


this year announced the marriage of 
Dior to Herbert de Mirleau the previous 
June, describing Dior as one of ‘‘our 
comrades’’. 

It comes as no surprise that she should 
choose Brighton as her meeting place. 
The Hancocks have a long record of 
taking in far-right guests with criminal 
records or terrorist connections. Nor is 
this her first visit; she comes and goes, 
and was in Brighton with the Hancocks 
about a year ago. 

According to top level French nazi 
sources Dior has been in close political 
proximity to Jacques Chirac, Mayor of 
Paris, one of the country’s leading 
Gaullists, and a former prime minister. 
Chirac’s party is in turn part of the 
European right-wing conservative 
alliance, which includes Strauss’s 
Bavarian Christian Social Union, a far- 
right conservative party in Portugal and, 
of course, our own Tory party. 

This might explain how the exiled 
Madame Dior came to be a paid-up 
member of the British Conservative 
Party branch in Paris. According to 
Conservative Central Office ‘‘she must 
have slipped through the net’’. Dior says 
she is a fervent admirer of Margaret 
Thatcher. In a recent interview Dior 
said: ‘I think she’s got great courage. 
She does very good things. She is more 
manly than men’’. 

So what can she do for the rotund Mr 
Webster? It seems that she is about to 
pick up the tab for Webster’s running 
costs in his battle against the new NF 
leadership, and almost certainly the 
Hancocks will wish to pick up some of 
the lost trade they have suffered since 
Anderson, Griffin and Pearce took over 
at NF headquarters, where they are now 
doing a lot of their own printing. 

So why is Webster now going abroad 
for funds, when in the past he has been 
so firmly against such a move? Could it 
be that the NF old guard, whilst backing 
him in his court action against the 
Strasserites, are keen to keep hold of the 
purse strings should he win the day, thus 
leaving themselves in a firm position to 
dictate policy as never before? It is 
significant that money now being 
collected by them is being held in some 
form of trust. 





Euro-MPs move against Fascists 


Following the election of an 
unprecedented number of fascists to 
the European Parliament, socialist 
MPs are moving to prevent the 
formation of a fascist ‘group’ funded 
by the Parliament. 


June’s Euro-elections saw a total of 
sixteen fascists elected: ten from the French 
Front National, five from the Italian MSI 
and one from Greece. The FN group 
includes the party’s leader Jean-Marie Le 
Pen. 

Under existing rules a political group may 
be formed by 10 like minded MPs from 
three or more countries, 15 from two 
countries or 21 from one country. 

There is no doubt that Le Pen, who 
already regards himself as the leader of the 
far-right in Europe, would dearly love the 


Nazi thug on run 





























29 year old Michael Kiihnen, fihrer of the 
Actionsfront Nationaler Sozialisten, has 
tarnished his image as the would-be 
teutonic hero figure by fleeing his beloved 
fatherland to France after failing to show 
up in court on charges of being a nazi 
propagandist and stirring up racial hatred. 
Pictured here, before he ran away, he is 
about to fire a gas gun at a West German 
trade unionist. 


extra status on the European scene which 
leadership of such a group would give him. 

Parliamentary groups are entitled to 
draw Euro-Parliament funds, employ staff 
and chair parliamentary committees. 

Socialist MPs from France and Britain 
are trying to stop such a group of fascists 
being formed and funded. 

Former French government minister 
Jean-Pierre Cot, now a Euro-MP, is urging 
a ban on any neo-fascist group until the 
Parliament’s rules are changed ‘‘to demand 
that political groups should subscribe to the 
democratic principles of Europe’’. 

‘*A democratic parliament cannot allow 
itself to be represented by opponents of 
democracy’’, he says, ‘‘particularly when 
the basic values of the democratic system 
are at stake’’. 

Recalling the roots of Europeanism in the 





NLP Lecturers’ 


Mr Justice Mars Jones did not 
exceed his legal powers in 
ordering North London Poly 
lecturers to identify students 
involved in picketing at the 
college against NF organiser Pat 
Harrington, the Appeal Court 
ruled on 12 July. 

Lord Donaldson, Master of the Rolls, 
rejected the lecturers’ appeal that the 
order should not have been made, but he 
did concede that they had not been given 
proper opportunity to explain their case. 
He declared that the case should be 
returned to the High Court for another 
hearing as soon as possible — and not 
necessarily before Mr Mars Jones. The 
Appeal Court stressed that the new 
hearing should take place before the end 
of the Poly’s summer vacation. 

When the Harrington affair blew up, 
students at NLP drew attention to a 
recent NF Members’ Bulletin which 
















Only a few months ago we reported on 
the activities of Mr Mark Taha from 
West London. We described his 
involvement with pro-NTS (Russian 
emigre extremists and war-time nazi 
collaborators) members of the 
Libertarian Alliance, and how he 
introduced mercenary recruiters to the 
Anti-Soviet Society, of which he was a 
member and which also supported the 
NTS. Later, we revealed, he attempted 
to find work through the Nationalist 
Self-Support Group, run by Adrian 
Wiltshire, then of the Hitlerite National 
Action Party, and more recently of the 
National Front. 


Appeal Rejected 


No ta, Mister Taha 


defeat of nazism during the Second World 
War, he argues that ‘‘Democracy cannot 
rely for its defence on those whose aim is to 
revive the very issues on which the odious 
regimes of Hitler and Mussolini were 
based’’. 

Socialist MPs staged protests in the 
chamber of the Parliament as the fascists 
attended for the first session of the new 
assembly. They wore white roses evoking 
memories of one of the best known anti- 
nazi resistance groups to Hitler. 

Labour chief whip Barry Seale, MEP for 
West Yorkshire, told the Parliament, ‘‘We 
are absolutely appalled at the idea that such 
a group could exist in the European 
Parliament and could make political capital 
throughout Europe in contradiction of the 
democratic ideals in which we all believe’. 


described how Harrington had been 
‘‘working hard to build up the Young 
National Front Student Organisation’’. 
With others he had ‘‘produced two 
special leaflets aimed specifically at 
students as well as distributing large 
numbers of the Nationalism Today 
Anti-Zionist supplement in colleges and 
universities’’. 

Harrington subsequently issued a flat 
denial of this statement. He told The 
London Programme, ‘‘They’ve got this 
idea based on what was stated in a 
National Front Members’ Bulletin which 
was inaccurate and which will be 
corrected in the next edition of that 
bulletin...” 

Well, the next Members’ Bulletin has 
now been published. It does include a 
glowing tribute to Pat Harrington — but 
not one word retracting the earlier 
description of Harrington’s role in the 
Young NF Student Organisation. 





So what a turn up to find Mark Taha 
writing letters from Ealing to Labour 
Weekly, sounding for all the world like a 
Labour Party member and calling on 
Labour to ‘‘fight the next General 
Election on a_ full-blooded socialist 
manifesto, if only to give the British 
people a genuine alternative to the right- 
wing policies of the government and the 
centrist policies of the Alliance’. 

If Mr Taha has indeed joined the 
Labour Party then someone from the 
constituency party should make a point 
of having a word with him. Or two, 
perhaps. 


HARD TIMES FOR THE 
BULGARIAN 


CONNECTION 





The attempt on the life of Pope John 
Paul II on 13 May 1981 continues to be 
the subject of much debate. Indeed, 
the Italian authorities, having 
reluctantly acknowledged the 
unimportance of the ‘‘Bulgarian 
Connection’’, went on to make the 
surprise move of re-imprisoning the 
principal suspect in the case, Sergei 
Antonov, former director of the 
Bulgarian Airlines, Rome office. 

In mid-March 1984, two books relating 
to the affair were published: The Time of 
the Assassins by Claire Sterling and The 
Plot to Kill the Pope by Paul Henze. 
Sterling once again questions the motives of 
the Soviet secret service and their Bulgarian 
counterparts for their supposed 
involvement. In her usual manner, she 
doesn’t provide concrete proof for her 
arguments but instead quotes her habitual 
‘*well-informed sources’’, a process she had 
already resorted to in The Terror Network, 
an ‘‘analysis’’? of international terrorism 
and its links with Palestinians and the 
Soviet Union. 

This particular book has been compared 
to work carried out by the CSIS (Centre for 
Strategic and International Studies) at 
Georgetown in the United States, headed 
up by former deputy director of the CIA 
and disinformation specialist, Ray Cline. 
Moreover, press reports have established 
links between Sterling and the American 
intelligence community and, in particular, 
have confirmed her involvement in various 
propaganda campaigns in Italy where she 
works as a journalist. 


The “Rise” of the “Bulgarian 
Connection” 


Two months previous to Antonov’s arrest, 
at a time when the ‘‘Bulgarian Connection’”’ 
had not yet been publicised, an American 
TV programme presented a study by 
Sterling of the attack on the Pope. In 
producing this programme, Sterling was 
helped by Paul Henze, author of the other 
book mentioned and, in particular, of ‘‘The 
Long Effort to Destabilise Turkey’’, an 
article published in The Wall Street Journal 
. in October 1981. 

Henze, a former CIA chief of station 
under diplomatic cover in Ankara and 
member of President Carter’s National 
Security Council from 1977 to 1980, 
declared at the time, without providing 
concrete proof, that the assassin, Ali Agca, 
was manipulated by the Soviet KGB. In so 





Mehmet Ali Agca. 


doing Henze became the first to suggest 


Moscow’s involvement in the assassination 
attempt. Sterling’s article, ‘“The Man Who 
Wanted to Shoot the Pope’’, published in 
the September 1982 issue of Reader’s 
Digest, showed that she too viewed the 
affair in the same light as Henze. 

It is also in this light that the Italian 
authorities chose to study the case. Nuova 
Polizia, the monthly magazine of one of the 
most important Italian police trade unions, 
claimed that this theory had been suggested 
to the SISMI (the Italian military 
intelligence service) by their counterparts in 
the American State Department and, 
apparently, in spite of the CIA’s hesitancy. 


The “Fall” of the “Bulgarian 
Connection 

However, on closer inspection, the theory 
seemed less plausible than it had originally. 


Firstly, the plot, supposedly devised by the 
KGB, appeared to have been executed by 





amateurs and in a particularly incompetent 
fashion. The hypothesis would not hold 
water except for Agca’s statements. 
Unfortunately, the latter did not prove very 
reliable either; he repeatedly made mistakes 
and declarations which were known to be 
untrue. For example, during a 
reconstruction of the events leading up to 
the crime, he did not appear to have any 
previous knowledge of some of the scenes 
re-enacted at Antonov’s home. Also, Agca 
maintains that he spoke with Antonov in 
English one day in the presence of the 
latter’s wife. However, the Italian 
authorities established that Antonov 
neither speaks nor understands English and 
that his wife was in Sophia on that 
particular day (Nuova Polizia, Dec. ’83, 
pp.20-23). 

An account of Agca’s confessions was 
provided to the press by a series of leaks, 
the sources of which were the police and 
justice authorities in Rome. Unfortunately, 
the Italian defense minister made the 
mistake of saying that uninvited SISMI 
agents had visited Agca in his cell which was 
supposedly under ‘‘top security’’ isolation. 
It is now believed that these SISMI agents 
bargained with Agca in return for his co- 
operation. During their first visit, they even 
showed him photographs of the Bulgarian 
diplomats stationed in Rome, obviously to 
facilitate his ‘‘confessions’’. They may even 
have helped him put together his 
statements. 

As a result, the ‘‘Bulgarian Connection’’ 
found itself compromised for lack of 
concrete proof. The Wall Street Journal, 
which had given the affair its initial 
impetus, was very quick to disassociate 
itself from Henze and even published a 
series of articles criticising the American 
State Department’s version of the events 
and suggesting that the possibility of Soviet 
involvement in the assassination attempt 
was slight. The CIA quickly followed suit 
(LMR, No.18/19, pp.43-45). 


The Soviet Version or the 
“American Connection” 


The publication by the Literaturnaia 
Gazeta in June 1983 of the official Soviet 
account of the assassination attempt 
sparked off renewed controversy (see Le 
Monde diplomatique, Oct. ’83, p.28). 
Lonas Andronov wrote a long series of 
articles, entitled ‘‘On the Trail of the Grey 
Wolves’’, accusing those who originally put 
forward the theory of the ‘‘Bulgarian 
Connection’’ of being the real instigators of 


the attack. Paul Henze, the author of the 
original article, was clearly designated. 
Andronov began with a detailed 
description of the discrepancies discovered 
by the Italian investigation and hints of 
CIA involvement in the affair. He then 
refers to an interview in Wiesbaden, West 
Germany, with a certain Paul Goldstein, 
member of an organisation which 
supposedly has links with the CIA. 
Goldstein said that the attack was planned 
by a ‘“‘fascist clique’’ of dissidents within 
the CIA. Moreover, he asserts that this 
group of dissidents was also responsible for 
the assassination of Aldo Moro. 
Unfortunately, neither the Soviets nor 
the Americans have tackled the problem in 
a very credible fashion. indeed, Goldstein, 
the ‘‘super witness’, is a member of a 
dubious organisation known in the USA as 
the International Caucus of Labour 
Committees (ICLC) and in Europe as the 
‘Parti ouvrier européen’’. Apart from the 
fact that this little known movement is very 
rich and has numerous branches all over the 
Continent, it specialises in denouncing 
certain groups or individuals such as the 
British Intelligence Service, the Trilateral 
Commission, the Queen of England and 
Henry Kissinger. The ICLC claims that this 


German Nazi 
at Ferndale 
Hotel 


A NORTH London hotel has 
once again been the kicking-off 
point for a foreign nazi in a spot 
of trouble. 

19 year old Ulrich Fleig was deported 
last month after being convicted 
following a confrontation between 
fascists and anti-nazis in Islington. 
Police told magistrates that Fleig, 
running with members of the NF who 
had been drinking at the notorious 
Agricultural Arms, was shouting ‘’Get 
them, they’re not English. Get the 
Irish’. He appeared in court wearing a 
Bulldog tee-shirt. 

Fleig was living at the Ferndale Hotel 
in Argyle Street, a popular meeting 
point and residence for foreign and 
British nazis. Only a few months ago an 
Islington NF member convicted after a 
break-in at Islington Town Hall was 
found to be living there. 

At the same time, the hotel was host 
to Petra Smits, a member of the Dutch 
Centrum Party who was active with the 
NF in London and who was pictured in 
Bulldog. 

The Ferndale’s manager, Maurice 
Castles, had earlier been convicted of 
supplying weapons to a group of young 
armed robbers, who used them in a 
succession of raids on building society 
offices across London. 

Magistrate Mr Mark Romer told Fleig, 
“It is disgraceful for people to come to 
this country from abroad and get 
involved in this sort of racialism’’. 





rather motley group is involved in an 
intricate global conspiracy with wide 
ranging activities in the fields of political 
assassination, drug dealing and even 
pacifism and ecology. If the Literaturnaia 
Gazeta has to resort to such sources for its 
information, its conclusions are far from 
credible. 


The Future of the “Bulgarian 
Connection” 


Does all this mean the end of the 
‘‘Bulgarian Connection’’? The arrival on 
the market of Sterling’s and Henze’s books 
serves as a timely reminder that there are 
still those who refuse to abandon such a 
juicy lead. Even if no real evidence has 
turned up to confirm Soviet involvement in 
the attempt on the Pope’s life, it must be 
remembered that there is no evidence to the 
contrary. It should however be admitted 
that the evidence presented up until now in 
support of the ‘Bulgarian Connection’’ 
cannot seriously be considered conclusive. 
Therefore, what importance can one 
ascribe to these two new books by Sterling 
and Henze? An interview of Sterling in the 


French weekly, L’Express (23 March 1984), 
provides an indirect answer to this 
question. 

Apparently, various American officials 
were unwilling to even discuss Soviet 
involvement with Sterling. She said that she 
had met with ‘“‘many high government and 
intelligence officials’? who had ‘‘refused to 
say what they knew’’. In the course of her 
enquiries, she also noted that they ‘‘were 
unaware of facts that any Italian journalist 
would have known’’. Furthermore, the 
CIA continues to suffer ‘‘from the after- 
effects of the Vietnam war. These men have 
sworn to never again get into a situation 
which might put them in a bad light. They 
have retreated from the battle. They are 
careful not to get into a position which 
would make them look as if they were in a 
confrontation with the USSR.’’ Perhaps 
Sterling’s and Henze’s books are highlights 
of a conflict between two factions of the 
American intelligence community 
L’Express noted that Sterling devoted a 
considerable portion of her book to a 
description of Western officials’ 
unwillingness to discuss the affair. Seen in 
this light, it is probable that we have not yet 
heard the last of the ‘‘Bulgarian 
Connection’’. 





INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND UP 





USA 





Olympic Death 
Threat 


Threatening letters allegedly 
originating from the Ku Klux Klan 
have been received by Olympic 
Committees in Sri Lanka, China, 
Malaysia and a number of other 
countries. 

Posted in Washington D.C. and written 
on headed notepaper showing a hooded 
horseman, the letters declared that ‘‘Blacks 
and Yellows will not be permitted to defile 
America’s stadiums . . . The Olympics — 
for the whites only!”’ US officials, however, 
have cast doubt on the letters’ authenticity 
and suggested that they may be forgeries 
produced in an effort to damage the Games 
following the Soviet Union’s withdrawal. 


ITALY 


Fascist Paper Folds 


The Italian Social Movement daily, J/ 
Secolo d’Italia, has ceased publication as a 
result of financial problems. It had a 
circulation of 12,000. 





AUSTRALIA 


Fascist Infiltration 
Denounced 


Controversy has broken out in the 
Victoria Liberal Party after a recent 
meeting on Aboriginal land rights in 
Warrnambool, near Melbourne, at 
which Liberal MPs shared a platform 
with members of the anti-semitic 
League of Rights. 

The League, formed in 1946, has recently 
been involved in the setting up of a Save 
Victoria Committee which claims that 
Aboriginal land claims are part of a 
Communist plot dating back to the late 
1920s. The League has also been recently 
denounced by a Labour MP for its activities 
in the Australian National Party. 


ISRAEL 


Racist Party wins 


seat 


Rabbi Meir Kahane, leader of the 
extreme right Kach party, has won a 
parliamentary seat in the Israeli general 
elections. 

Formerly active in the United States as 
leader of the rightist Jewish Defence 
League, Kahane moved to Israel some 
twelve years ago. 

Frequently denounced as a fascist, he is 
notorious for his calls to expel all Arabs 
from: Israel and for his obsession with 
sexual relationships between Arabs and 
Jews. 





THE WORST cases of racial 
harassment take place on _ housing 
estates which have a long-standing 
history of violence — Lincoln Estate in 
Bow, East London with 25 
Bangladeshi families is an example of 
this ‘legitimising’ process. 

At a meeting in July between five police 
officers, including two senior officers, and 
Bangladeshi tenants, arranged by the GLC, 
a white woman resident present said that if 
the Bangladeshis could be collected 
together she would put a petrol bomb on 
them. None of the police reacted to this 
statement — asked afterwards what action 
police would take against such people, the 
senior police officer laughed the matter off 
and said the woman had not dropped the 
bomb after all. Action would be taken after 
she had done so. Would he have said the 
same if she had threatened to rob a bank or 
put a bomb in Harrods? 

He could have discouraged the woman 
from making racial threats in the future. 
Instead she and the young constables 
present must have gone away with the 
impression that such sentiments were 
perfectly acceptable to the higher ranks of 
the police force. The 1981 Home Office 
report urged the police to ‘‘recognise that 
incidents such as abuse or stone throwing, 
though trivial in themselves, can become 
serious and frightening when they occur 
frequently’’. 

The Race and Housing Action Team 
(RHAT) set up in Tower Hamlets by the 
GLC in November 1983 is seeking to devise 
ways of reporting and dealing effectively 
with cases of racial harassment on GLC 
estates in Tower Hamlets. Since being set 
up it has received a continuous flow of 
complaints of racial harassment — more 


14 year old ‘given’ 10 inch s 





Attacks o1 
Bangladeshi: 


than 200 in eight months from various 
sources. In 98 per cent of cases, the victims 
are Bangladeshi. 

A whole catalogue of threats and 
intimidations has been collected by the 
RHAT from spitting to knives, from using 
dogs (which can cause real fear from 
Bangladeshis who come from an Islamic 
rural culture which does not allow dogs to 
enter the house) to driving cars and 
motorbikes at tremendous speeds to run 
over black people. The head of RHAT had 
a narrow escape from such an incident on 
26 June in broad daylight on Lincoln estate, 
witnessed by three GLC officers and a 
number of other people. Local Commander 
Ferguson has now been approached with a 
request that police and GLC officers visit 
the alleged perpetrators on Lincoln estate 
and warn them against carrying on racial 
harassment. A similar exercise in Lewisham 
two years ago produced a dramatic drop in 
crime rates and racial harassment. 

However most of the Bangladeshis on 
Lincoln estate, as elsewhere in Bow, just 
want to leave for a safer area as soon as 


possible. Current Council policy is not to 
‘give in to the racists’ fearing a ‘domino 
effect’ on all Bangladeshi tenants who want 
a transfer on racial harassment grounds. 
But then the whole housing policy of Tower 
Hamlets Council is wrong. Having put the 
families temporarily into the overcramped 
and damp conditions of Finsbury Park 
hotels, they then dump them into the 
wilderness of Bow with bad _ public 
transport, no mosque close by, a tradition 
of racist attacks, lack of Sylheti interpreters 
and few other facilities. More facilities are 
needed to accommodate these families. 

A positive policy is being adopted by the 
RHAT of pushing for racial harassment as 
a ground for evicting perpetrators being 
incorporated into the GLC _ tenancy 
agreement and placed prominently as a 
major condition of the tenancy agreement. 
The RHAT are also urging Tenants 
Associations to produce regular leaflets of 
racial harassment incidents and the GLC to 
stop facilities to those Tenants Associations 
which do not co-operate in discouraging 
racial harassment. 


: 
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tab wound and left for dead 





1 East End 
$s on increase 


J 


The last day of the school term in 
Tower Hamlets, east London, was 
marked by a savage attack on a 14 year 
old Bengali youth in broad daylight by 
a gang of 14 white thugs. 


Walking back to Stepney Green School 
through St Dunstan’s Church Yard with a 
friend, Mukith Miah was surrounded by a 
gang of youths who punched him, kicked 
him unconscious and then stabbed him 
twice. 

One cut on his back at the top is about 2 
inches long, the other down the centre of 
his back is 10 inches long and penetrated 
muscle. 

Rapidly losing blood, Mukith lay on the 
ground for fifteen minutes while his friend 
ran for help to the school though staff 
waited 5 minutes before going to help. 
Mukith was rushed to Mile End Hospital — 
he was losing blood for nearly three hours 
before anyone contacted his parents for 
permission to operate. 

His mother, Mrs Sara Bibi, herself the 
victim of a racist attack from a gang using a 








metal studded plank two years ago, said: 
‘Every Bengali mother now is worried to 
death. Every time our children go out, we 
wonder what will happen to them — if they 
will come home safely’’. 

For two weeks prior to the attack, senior 
pupils at Stepney Green school had warned 
staff that trouble was likely from racists, 
particularly based on past experience of end 
of term attacks on Bengali children. 


Why no alert 


They now want to know why the school did 
not alert police sufficiently to the dangers, 
why the police were not on hand to prevent 
the attack in the first place, and why, after 
the attack, no one from the school 
contacted Mukith’s parents who lived 
nearby. 

‘While senior police officers in 
Derbyshire and Notts are shedding 
crocodile tears over harassment of working 
miners, and while officers from Tower 
Hamlets are being sent to the coalfields, for 
countless hundreds of Bengali families in 























Mukith Miah — left losing blood for three 
hours. 


this area assaults, abuse and criminal 
damage are a daily occurrence’’ said a 
spokesperson for CAPA (Community 
Alliance for Police Accountability). 

“For too many years the racists have 
known that they can act with impunity, that 
the police in this area will neither prevent 
the attacks, nor respond by prosecuting 
attackers unless forced to do so by pressure 
from the community’’. 

Three youths have been arrested and 
charged at the time of going to press. One 
13 year old has been charged with Grievous 
Bodily Harm and two 15 year olds with 
Actual Bodily Harm. 


AN WHO SAVED ADOLF HITLER 
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Outside the rank 
themselves — 


RECAP No. 30 


politica! leader. 


"‘Tyndalls, 
McLaughiins and Jordans — there is 


only one man who has seriously 
aspired to bring the various forces of 


the Right together under his 
leadership. It is David Irving, the 
historian whose claims that Hitler 
did not know about the Holocaust 
caused such a stir in 1977. 
The book Hitler's War was not the first 
time that Irving had caused controversy 
with his writing. In 1958, the 20 year old 
Irving was editor of Phoenix, a student 
magazine at Imperial College, London, in 
which he wrote that ‘‘available 
education should be concentrated on 
providing a super education for the 
intelligentsia, with a purposeful, yet 
positive, near-illiteracy for the masses’. 
And in the following year, he took over 
the rag magazine Carnival Times, in which 
he defended apartheid, praised Oswaid 
Mosley, and commented thus on the 
rights and wrongs of World War Two: 
“Great Britain has often been in the 
wrong. Somehow we found 
ourselves lined up with the 
Bolsheviks in a fight against the first 
great unifying force Europe has 
known in six hundred years, and we 
barely scraped a victory.” 
Shortly after the latter statement, he 
was quoted by the Daily Mail (1 May 1959) 


as saying ‘you can call me a mild fascist 
if you like” (he has always strenuously | 
denied the accuracy of that quotation). 


“| have distinct ambitions that are in the 
steel drawers of those files there. All 
mapped out and planned. | mapped it out 
18 years ago. I’m about a third of the way 
there’. 

Australian National Times, 4.2.78 


But it was with his historical works on 


the Second World War that Irving's 


opinions gained a wider currency. His 


_ first book. The Destruction of Dresden, 


contained grossly inflated figures for the 
numbers killed by allied bombing, a 


figure that Irving aubsscuenty 
_ retracted. 


ed. His fourth book, The 
truction of Convoy PQ17, led to a libel 
in which the Captain of the 


: _Convoy’s escort was awarded £40,000 


ages from Irving, and during which | 

the judge described irving as “a slippery 
fly character” {during Irving's failed 
appeal, Lord Justice Phillimore called | 
hima “grasping. conceited and foolish _ 


young man”). And in 1977, ving 


produced Hitler's War. 
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Howing a ‘number. of other books on 
Ww a book on the 


fing sill work on a 


rhe of Churchill which may well _ re 
2 view that “Churchill is frying _ 
se with Truman. and ‘Stalin and 


“hist vical cone cand 6 an 


In the late 70s and early ‘80s, inving 
addressed a number of meetings of the 
extreme right-wing Clarendon Club in 
various London hotels. The meeting of 30 
March 1979 was typical: addressed by 
Irving, the guests included two former 
NF candidates, two former Mosleyites, 
veteran Column 88 activist lan Souter 
Clarence, and Mike Griffin of the openly 
nazi League of St George. Just under a 
year later, his guest list included several 
of the above, plus British Movement 
heavy Tony Malski, well known for his 


links with European terrorists. At this 


second meeting Irving announced his 
intention to establish a study group to 
determine whether it was possible to 
form a new political party. 


Irving's organisation — the Focus 
Policy Group — had a number of 
objectives. 

First, Focus set out publicly to attract 


students to its banner, and Irving went 


out of his way to address University 
groups. Perhaps the most spectacular 


example of this technique was on 25 


April 1981, when Irving was smuggled 
into Birmingham University dressed in a 
students’ union sweatshirt. 

Second, Irving held a number of private 
meetings, with {according to him) a 
series of distinguished if anonymous 


speakers, including (as he told The 


Guardian, 7 March 1981) “a prominent 
newspaper magnate, a leader of the 


_ French New Right, oe a “= Street 


leader writer”. 


“| don’t think there’s any one adjective 
that | suppose would describe the way | 
feel; I’m a very patriotic, dedicated, clear 
thinking person, and I've tried very hard 
to keep myself ready for this moment’. 
Radio Four, 8.8.82 


_ Third, Irving began to publish a journal 


— Focal Point — which he distributed 


widely to his various contacts. Claiming 


it to be “rather like a right-wing Private 


Eye’, Focal Point evolved as a strange 


combination of a political, personal and 


historical platform, with pieces on Pearl 
ling for the “benevolent — 


f Britain’s blacks rubbing 


-semitic 
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DAVID IRVING 


the (formerly National Front) 
Constitutional Movement. and the anti- 
Association of British Ex- 
Servicemen. And on 23 April 1982, during 
a controversy over Irving's invitation to 
speak at Oxford University, he admitted 


to the Oxford Mai that ‘the National 


Front is one of the organisations with — 


which we do have links at a /ow /eve/“. 


“There is a need for a British Movement 
dedicated to the real interests of this 
nation and its heritage: but it must come 
from within Britain itself, the people must 
be educated over a period of years before 
they will be willing to provide the means 
for that movement to sustain its own 
growth and make headway against the 
established parties of the last century”. 
Focal Point, 30.10.81 


The level of irving’s involvement with 
the right groups was not just a matter of 
political sympathy or otherwise. For 
Irving’s fifth tactic was, on the lines of 
the American New Right, to expand his 
organisation by buying up membership 
lists of other organisations to which to 
distribute his propaganda. Organisations 
to which Irving material has been sent 
include WISE, the anti-Holocaust 
Historical Review Press, the Monday 
Club, the Federation of Conservative 
Students, and, indeed, branches of the 
National Front. 

Why then, with so much _ hard 
endeavour, has Irving’s group not 
achieved a much higher profile, and 
indeed gone into something of a decline 
(Focal Point has not been published for 
well over a year). Part of the reason may 
be the imminent arrival of the Churchill 
book: but Irving has also made a rod for 
his own back by his connections, both 
British and overseas. : 

In Britain, as seen, he has openly 
solicited members of nazi groups like the 
National Front. 

In America, he has addressed the 
notorious Institute for Historical Review 
(the group which claims that the 
Holocaust didn’t happen), telling them 
{in September last year) that “the Jews 
had no greater friend in the Third Reich 


than Adolf Hitler’. 


And in Germany, Irving has made and 
maintained close links with extreme 
right organisations like the Deutsche 
Volksunion (DVU), which, according to 
the distinguished Stuttgart-Zeitung, aims _ 


“to ensure, 36 years after the Second 
World War, that Germany's bedrock of 


nazi opinion keeps its hand in”. Irving — 


_dubbed the &ritische Historiker — hasbeen _ 
the guest of the DVU at numerous 
meetings, where he has spoken about 
the Nuremberg Trials and on other _ 
topics. 


And, finally, Irving’ s private secretary, 
Robin Davies, was revealed last year to 


_ be sharing a flat with wanted Italian _ 
__ terrorist Roberto Fiore (along, also, with _ 
_ Michael Walker of Scorpion magazine), 


Irving has thus had his share 








DIVERSE PERVERSE 


NOT for the first time, Channel Four’s trail- 


blazing Diverse Reports is exciting 
controversy. In May, we made mention of 
Diverse’s decision to fly Reaganite black 
economist Walter E. Williams over to 
England to explain how blacks would be 
less slovenly if they weren't given all those 
oodles of social security. Now the trade 
paper Television Weekly reveals that Diverse 
is raising money for a series of programmes 
on the “libertarian” new right via a 
Californian new right foundation. 

The budget for the six half-hour 
programmes is estimated at $800,000, two- 
thirds of which is to be raised by Diverse in 
partnership with the California-based 
Reason Foundation. As Diverse’s boss 
David Graham puts it, Reason (which 
publishes a magazine of that title) is not on 
the Jerry Falwell, Moral Majority end of the 
New Right, but is part of “the libertarian 
tradition in new right-wing politics, which 
believes in free trade, the dissolution of 
national boundaries, and so on”. In other 
words, the promoters of these economic 
ideas that have proved so appealing to such 
noted libertarians as President Pinochet of 
Chile, Menachin Begin and indeed Sir Keith 
Joseph and Margaret Thatcher. 

In keeping with Diverse’s raison d’etre, the 
programmes (and ten major hour-long 
interviews which will be included in an 
educational package based round them) will 
not pretend to be neutral or objective. As 
Graham told Television Weekly (27.7.84): 

“The Reason Foundation wants to do this 
to get its name on a prestigious series, to 
support its magazine and other activities; 
and we want to do it to keep our people 
working, and because it’s an important job 
that we can do better than anyone else.” 

This, readers may recall, is the same 
David Graham who wrote to us in July 
saying that the left will only recover the 
intellectual initiative when “it stops talking 
as if it is a monopoly of social concern and 
starts to deal properly with the arguments 
of the New Right”. 

One of which arguments, presumably, is 
that you can buy anything. 


* * * 


FROM THE 
WORSTHORNE’S MOUTH 


ONE of the major achievements of the 
Thatcherite Right is to equate the left with 
authoritarianism and dictatorship, and the 
right with freedom and democracy. 

Peregrine Worsthorne of the Sunday 
Telegraph is a distinguished Conservative 
commentator. 

So when he writes, as he did on 5 August 
inst, that “the great question in Western 
Europe today is not whether socialism 
remains democratic or otherwise, but 
whether capitalism does”, you'd better 
believe it. 


* * % 


GOTHIC HORROR 


BAD news for Sussex nazi and antiques 
dealer Jimmy Doyle — his financial status is 
now in harmony with his political beliefs 
after a Brighton court declared him 
bankrupt. 

Doyle, a close associate of the Hancocks 
for many years, purchased a_ Gothic 
mansion at Bolney in Sussex in 1971, which 
was subsequently used for several Hammer 
horror movies. 

But developing the property left him with 
a loss of over a million pounds when he sold 
it in 1974. And when he ‘gave’ the ‘contents’, 
valued at £250,000 to his second wife, the 
Inland Revenue successfully claimed that 
the contents were in fact stock from his 
antiques business and liable for tax. 

Stuck with a tax bill for almost £200,000 he 
petitioned for bankruptcy in November. 

Doyle was convicted in the late 1960s for 
receiving stolen antiques which police 
found in the concrete floor of his Brighton 
home — in those days the venue for local 
Conservative meetings and gatherings of 
the Racial Preservation Society. He also 
sports a conviction for stabbing out a 
cigarette in a policeman’s face. 


% * % 


WOODENTOP 


THE “back to the soil” movement started by 
the new Front leadership under the 
influence of their Italian comrades appears 
to be spreading. Down in deepest Marlow, 
Bucks, aging League of St George swinger, 
Keith Thompson, appears to have hung up 
his jack boots and put on a pair of clogs. No, 
it’s not to do with the electoral success of 
his Dutch nazi friends — it is to do with folk 
dancing. Yes, Keith has become a cloggie. 

Well, unlike the old German folk song, our 
Keith doesn’t only have a wooden heart, he 
now has wooden feet to match his wooden 
head. 


* * * 


UNION JEWS 


RED faces, so to speak, at a recent meeting 
of the TUC’s International Committee, 
when AUEW President Terry Duffy referred 
to the secretary of the International 
Metalworkers Federation as “a good little 
Jew boy”. 

Other members of the stunned committee 
took him to task, explaining as simply as 
they could that this was highly offensive. 
Duffy eventually agreed to apologise, but 
insisted that he still couldn’t see why 
anyone should take such exception to his 
remarks. 


% * * 


ITALIAN (INSIDE) JOB? 


WE must register just a little surprise at one 
of the NF activists to have thrown in her lot 
with the pro-Webster dissidents who are, as 
we reported last month, pressing Front 
chairman Andrew Brons for an enquiry into 
the party's financial affairs. 

The activist in question is Mrs Margaret 
Ballard of Carshalton Beeches in Surrey, 
who like Webster's other backers claims to 
be concerned about the influence of the 
Italian ‘Rising’ group of wanted terrorists 





over the Front’s new leadership. 

But this is a little odd. It wasn’t that long 
ago, (October 1981, to be exact) that she 
was putting her linguistic skills — in Italian 
— to good use for the League of St George, 
translating Italian fascist journals for 
League boss Keith Thompson. 

Writing to Thompson, she told him that 
he “really ought to be getting Pino Rauti’s 
journal Linea (every fortnight). | believe you 
know him”. She added: “His party — the 
DN (Destra Nazionale) — is the radical right 
wing of the MSI. You get to know what's 
happening in Italy”. 

Rauti (and Martin Webster will be well 
aware of this) was no less than the founder 
of the terror group ‘New Order’ which was 
banned, resurfaced as ‘Black Order’ and 
carried out many murderous bombing 
attacks in the 1970s. 

Most interesting, however, was her offer 
to write an article for League Review about 
Julius Evola — the anti-semitic Italian 
photographer whose works have become 
biblical texts for the Griffin/Pearce faction 
which ousted Webster. 

And recently, of course, the League itself 
has publicly welcomed the internal coup 
through which Webster was deposed. 

Is there a cuckoo in the nest? 


* * * 
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REVIEWS 





John D. Brewer: Mosley’s Men: The 
British Union of Fascists in the West 
Midlands. (Gower: Aldershot. ISBN 0 
566 00696 0. £13.50.) 


It is easy to think of Oswald Mosley as 
a charismatic figure, with all the 
qualities necessary for a fascist leader. 
A superb platform orator, by all 
accounts, and a handsome dashing 
figure, Mosley lacked one crucial 
ingredient for a true charismatic 
leader: as John Brewer’s study of 
fascism in the West Midlands 
demonstrates so ably, Mosley was 
unable to command much loyalty at 
grassroots level. 

If anywhere should have provided 
Mosley with a firm political base, it was the 
West Midlands. In 1924 he was welcomed 
by the local Labour Party as the saviour of 
Birmingham. However, enthusiasm soon 
was mixed with suspicion as local leaders 
began to realise that his loyalty to socialism 
was a very poor second best to loyalty to 
personal ambition. When Mosley split from 
the Labour Party, to found the New Party, 


LETTERS| 


PERSUASION AND. 


PRESERVATION | 


Sir, 
In your July issue you criticise my opinion 
that everyone must be free to express their 
views within the limits established by law. 
You will be aware of the limits imposed by 
tace relations legislation which | support. 
Other considerations apart, the left must, 
in its own interests, seek to preserve the 


rights of free speech. We are always in the | 


position of trying to persuade others of the 
rightness of our views. Once we accept that 
censorship outside the law is legitimate, 
those on the right will be quick to apply that 
principle against us. This is of course 
precisely what happened when the tipstaff 
threatened students at a lecture at NLP with 
arrest on the ground that their comments 
were provocative. 

Yours truly, 

John Griffith 

London School of Economics © 


INDIANA JONES & 
THE TEMPLE OF 
RACISM 

Dear Searchlight, 


_ indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom, 
recently on general release, has been 


promoted as a children’s adventure film. 


Well, its not. The violence is pretty 
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he carried no mass support from the West 
Midlands. Not a single constituency branch 
followed the member for Smethwick, and 
when the New Party fielded candidates in 
Birmingham in the 1931 General Election, it 
attracted under 800 votes: hardly 
convincing evidence that there was much 
Mosley magic visible to those who knew 
him well in the West Midlands. 

Of course, Mosley did command undying 
admiration from some of his fascist Black- 
shirts. Brewer has interviewed a small 
number of survivors from the Midlands 
British Union of Fascists, some of whom 
were also active in Mosley’s post-war Union 
Movement. However, the pull of the leader 
figure was insufficient to cement the 
squabbling factions of the Midlands 
branches into an effective force. More 
seriously, the enmity, which Mosley had 
aroused by his defection from Labour, 
hampered the growth of the BUF in what 
should have been its home territory. Even 
when speakers from London came to rouse 
the faithful with doses of anti-semitic 
oratory the appeals were largely ineffective. 
Brewer argues that, at least in the West 
Midlands, the anti-semitism of the British 
Union of Fascists was imposed from the top 
downwards, rather than being a reaction to 
grassroots feelings, as apologists for Mosley 
have always claimed. 

Brewer’s study is a healthy antidote to 
those histories which have concentrated on 
the glittering dazzle of the Mosley 
phenomenon. At the level of local politics 
the citizenry of the West Midlands soon had 
the measure of their would-be leader. 


sickening, but it is the racist caricature 
which provides the social setting for this 


‘fantasy story’. 


There are three basic themes, the crudest. 
of which is that Indians eat muck. The ‘good’ 
Indians offer our hero a disgusting and 
unidentifiable repast which he and his co- 
stars force themselves to eat out of 
politeness. The core ‘joke’ of this theme, 
however, is spun out in a banqueting scene 


which involves eating live snakes, spiders, 


monkey brains and eyeball soup. Blonde 
western heroine ultimately faints with horror. 
(Incidentally, she doesn’t do much but 
scream all the way through.) _ 

The devaluation and distortion of Hindu 
culture is at the heart of this adventure, with 
the ‘baddies’ as satanist-like Kali 
worshippers. Their fiendishness ranges from 
child slavery to human sacrifice —- performed © 
in great detail and with much relish, the heart 
being ripped from the living body as the 
worshippers gibber hysterical approval. 

The most pernicious strand, however, — 
revolves around the ‘good’ Indians. For these 
are a simple, humble people (despite eating 
filth), helpless in the face of adversity until 
the great white hero drops from the sky. He 
battles their enemies, rescues their children 
and restores their livelihood. Before he came 
they were paralysed into inactivity and 
starvation. The white man saves them — the 
‘good’ Indians — 7os their hed Indian 
rulers. 

This is not — another American 
fantasy/violence movie, for its jokes and 
themes will feed popular racism, while — 

appearing to be Geyer tay =~ ce, 
Yours sincerely, — 
John Phillips 
London 





NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ FASCISTS ON THE TERRACES 


The National Front’s football hooligan 
supporters have been in the news again recently. 
On the English football team visit to Latin 
America, they chanted racist slogans at young 
black players in the English squad. At Santiago 
de Chile airport, drunken supporters displayed 
NF banners. 

In Lewisham, Police Commander Terry Siggs 
has been invited to the next meeting of Lewisham 
Race Relations Committee to discuss National 
Front activity at Millwall football ground. 
Several community groups have complained 
about the presence of NF newspaper sellers at the 
gates of the Millwall club. 

In Edinburgh, a Hearts supporter has 
complained that men chanted Loyalist slogans 
and National Front slogans throughout a Hearts- 
Arsenal game, and that police and stewards did 
nothing to prevent them. 

At Chelsea football club, chairman Ken Bates 
has promised to declare ‘‘all out war’’ on the NF. 
In the club newspaper, Bridge News, Bates has 
promised to ‘‘isolate these social lepers’’. 

‘J intend to persecute and harass them at 
every opportunity. 

“They will be thrown out of Stamford Bridge 
when identified’’, he said. 

Bates’ promises are prompted by Football 
Association and Football League studies into the 
activities of the National Front. The studies are 
believed to show that Chelsea FC is suffering 
from a bad case of fascist infiltration on the 
terraces. (Sun 18.7.84; Deptford & Peckham 
Mercury 12.17.84; Edinburgh Evening News 
27.6.84.) 


@ YORKSHIRE’S CRICKET SHAME 


Yorkshire cricket was shamed recently when 
black cricketers from Gloucester were racially 
abused by a section of the crowd. During a John 
Player League match at Scarborough, 
Gloucester’s pace bowler David Lawrence was 
abused by some of the spectators. When 
Lawrence was warned for intimidatory bowling 
by the umpire, spectators gave National Front 
salutes, threw bananas on the field, and shouted 
obscenities. John Shepherd, the other black 
member of the Gloucester side, was also racially 
abused. Part of the crowd shouted Sieg Heil. 

Yorkshire’s captain, David Bairstow 
personally apologised to the two Gloucester 
players. 

“‘We are all distressed and disgusted at the way 
a section of the public on Yorkshire grounds are 
picking out coloured players and _ hurling 
personal abuse at them’’. 

Similar incidents have occurred at other 
Yorkshire matches this season. 

Gloucestershire captain David Graveney has 
called for stricter control of drinking at one day 
matches. He said: 

“Cricket is now meeting the problems that 
football and rugby have had. 

“These people are using cricket grounds on 
Sunday as an extension of pubs. 

‘*We are developing a situation where families 
are afraid of going to grounds’’. 

Other commentators have pointed out that 
although many talented Asian cricketers were 
born and live in Yorkshire, not one of them has 
ever been picked for their county side. (Glasgow 
Evening Times 1.7.84; Dorset Evening Echo 
12.7.84; Yorkshire Post 9.7.84.) 





IN THE BIG 


~LEAGUE? 


Pity the poor misunderstood fascist. All the 
poor chap (and it is more often than not a 
chap) wants is to be loved; after all, his 
patriotic chest is bursting with love, all his 
flag-waving is done just for love, and the 
goose-step is the most lovable style of 
walking. With so much love to give, it’s the 
tragedy of the fascist that everyone thinks 
he’s a cross-patch. 

That’s the message we get from the fascist 
press this month. Mid-summer seems to be self- 
delusion time for the fascist. It must be the 
thought of another fortnight getting the Aryan 
flesh tanned by the sea-side that makes the fascist 
so maudlin this time of year. 

Let’s start with National Review, which is the 
successor to League Review and is currently the 
official magazine of the League of St George. As 
regular readers of Searchlight will know, the 
League like to consider themselves the big boys 
of fascism; none of this juvenile skinhead stuff 
for them, they know all the people who really 
matter. National Review informs its readers in 
each issue that ‘‘membership of the League of St 
George is by invitation only’’, and only serious 
fascists will be recruited. 


Obscure 


The League likes to pride itself on its inter- 
national contacts; each issue brings news of 
extreme colleagues from around the world; pride 
of place this month goes to the obscure 
‘‘Hungarist’’ group based in Australia, who 
produce “‘the best journal in the world for news 
of the radical nationalist movement in all 
countries”’ (for ‘radical nationalist’ translate as 
‘old-style nazi’). However, one contact which the 
League definitely does not seem to want is 
Martin Webster. The editorial of National 


Review celebrates that ‘‘Martin Webster has 
been thrown out at long last from his position of 
power in the National Front’’. 





So pleased is the editorial with the news that it 
lurches, via several non sequiturs, into the love- 
me-love-my-brother theme. ‘“‘How often it is said 
that racialists are motivated by like or dislike of 
the colour of a person’s skin’, it asserts, only to 
continue with as much disregard for grammar as 
for the truth: ‘‘What lies this oft repeated 
claptrap is’ (sic). Heaven preserve the League 
from that sort of racialist, for ‘‘we always treat 
coloured people with the respect they deserve’. 
Then, in a formula, which is a miniature 
masterpiece of the self-deceiver’s art, the 
editorial asserts: ‘‘Let’s send the coloured 
people, irrespective of where they were born, 
back to their own countries, in a fair and decent 
British way’’. 


Disillusioned Supporters 


The League of St George was originally 
formed by disillusioned supporters of Oswald 
Mosley, and it is from Sir O that it learnt about 
the fair and decent way. This month National 
Review includes an article Mosley wrote during 
the 1960s, in which he explains his long standing 
fairness and decency towards the Jews. The 
lovable Sir O, it appears, had never been an anti- 
semite. Neither the British Union of Fascists, nor 
its post-war successors, “‘have ever attacked any 
man on account of race or religion, and we 
never shall’? (we kid you not, it’s all written in 
National Review). No, ‘‘there was no question of 
racial persecution on our part’’. It’s true that 
some of the German nazis got a bit carried away 
with things in “‘their anti-semitic policy’’, but Sir 
O never went along with that sort of stuff: ‘“We 
always rejected the nonsensical doctrine that a 
whole people were born wicked . . . This is the 
deep moral and intellectual error of anti- 
semitism’’. Of course, not a wiff of anti- 
semitism was ever detectable in Blackshirt 
published by Mosley’s British Union of Fascists 
(didn’t he add an extra ‘and National Socialists’ 
to the party’s name just to please his chum Adolf 
Hitler?). 


Self-deception 


In the controversy between John Tyndall and 
the National Front, the League of St George has 
sided with Tyndall. Each copy of National 
Review contains an ad for Tyndall’s Spearhead, 
whose August issue shows the sort of bene- 
volent decency favoured by lovable fascists. 
It also contains a helping of Tyndall’s own form 
of self-deception. 

Fairminded and decent racism is exemplified 
by Spearheaa’s statement that ‘‘if we look at the 
backward races on this planet, we could find no 
better example than the Negroid race. The 
immorality of this species has often been 
deplored, rather unjustly, for the simple reason 
that they do not and never have possessed any 
notion of morality as we understand it. This is 
naturally the behaviour-pattern of animals, or 
extremely rudimentary primates which cannot 
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Mosley campaign, Trafalgar Square, 1960. 
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possibly be equated with ‘homo sapiens’,’’ (note 
well the lack of irony in the phrase ‘morality as 
we understand it’: another gem from the 
miniaturist’s art). 

Spearhead’s prize exhibit of self-deception 
comes from a piece explaining why the National 
Front has failed to be a power in the land, 
having, during the 1970s, enjoyed the benefits of 
Tyndall’s perfect leadership. Well, it wasn’t 
because the British people didn’t like its policies. 
It wasn’t because all its leaders were unlovable 
nazis. No, it was simply that the NF contained 
within itself one fatal weakness: ‘‘That weakness 
was the democratic system used by the National 
Front, which affected its day-to-day running’. If 
it hadn’t been for an excess of democracy, John 
Tyndall would this very day be sitting in a 
specially constructed bunker in the basement of 
Downing Street, instead of sulking in semi- 
detached Hove. 


Anti-Moslem 


The excessively democratic National Front 
also shows that it can compete in the Self- 
Delusion Handicap Stakes. The July/August 
issue of Nationalism Today contains the usual 
meander through favourite obsessions including 
the environment, vivisection, the reunification of 
Germany, and the superiority of the brothers 
Strasser over Hitler: a further indication of 
Hitler’s perfidy to the cause of true racial- 
revolution was that he betrayed Point Four of 
the Nazi Party’s original constitution by creating 
“numerous Jewish ‘honorary Aryans’’’; no NF 
leader would have been quite so decently fair- 
minded as Hitler. 

Nationalism Today’s prize exhibit is contained 
in its editorial. This is an anti-Israel piece, which 
ends with the stirring declaration that ‘‘we salute 
the Palestinian freedom fighters in their just 
Cause’. Well, nothing too surprising in this 
editorial; all rather par for the course. However, 
the effect is spoilt by the facing page. The 
Arabism is all forgotten, as Nationalism Today 
launches into its customary anti-Moslem stance. 
A vicious piece attacks the campaign by 
Bradford Moslems to have Halal meat in school 
dinners, and another article complains about 
Moslems fighting on the streets of Birmingham. 
July’s issue of National Front News has anti- 
Moslem stories splattered all over its front page, 
under the headline ‘“‘Alien Wars on Britain’s 
Shores’’. 

All this fair-minded decency is obviously 
playing havoc with the fascists’ grasp of logical 
consistency. If this is what the fascists are like 
during the warm summer months, God help us 
when winter draws on and the warm hearts start 
getting a bit chilly. 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 


monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed 


Cart civrcn KONING 
RACISM & FASCISM 





In support of the GLC’s Anti-racist Year, CARF has launched a media monitoring project, financed by the 
Greater London Council, to campaign against racism in the national and local press. We would like to hear of 
any work already being done by local groups to combat racism in the media. ‘Between the lines’ is being 
expanded to include work done by the project. 


BETWEEN THE LINES 





THE PRESS, THE JAM JAR, AND 
THE GOLLYWOG 


Lucky Robertson’s. Rarely has any 
company had so much free advertising 
as the jam producer has had this year, 
thanks to the controversy in the press 
over its golly (it has dropped the ‘wog’) 
emblem. Not that Robertson’s has 
needed any help in selling the golly 
image to the public. Its publicity drives 
have, in the past, been spectacular. By 
1980, when the company was preparing 
a new advertising offensive to mark the 
official 50th birthday of its trademark, 
it had already sent out over 20 million 
golly badges in return for tokens 
collected from jam and marmalade 
jars. 


The History of the Gollywog 


Why would anyone want a gollywog on his 
or her chest or wrist, wall or table? 
Robertson’s insists that the emblem is an 
‘imaginary’ and ‘lovable’ nursery 
character; that it is a ‘fictional doll’, a 
‘warm and sympathetic symbol’, and that it 
is ‘misleading’ and ‘without foundation’ to 
draw connections between it and black 
people. 

Its history suggests otherwise. This 
‘grotesque doll, with fuzzy hair, round 
eyes, thickened lips and fixed grin’ (Oxford 
Dictionary) came from the USA in the 19th 
century, when black people were regarded 
as sub-human. With its minstrel appearance 
— brightly checked or striped trousers, tail 
coat and black tie — it was a caricature of 
the feckless, happy-go-lucky, black 
performer. 

Florence Upton came across such a doll, 
and incorporated it into a series of stories 
written in the years 1895-1909 concerning 
the adventures of the gollywog (presented 
at one and the same time as the ridiculous 
but endearing ‘other’ and the frightful 
bogeyman). Through these stories, at the 
height of Empire, the gollywog entered the 
English nursery and English consciousness. 
_ Given its lineage, and the timing of its 
appearance, it immediately came to 
symbolise the racism, chauvinism, and 
xenophobia underlying British imperial 
domination. And it was surprisingly 
adaptable. Thus, at a time when Jews were 
fleeing to Britain after a series of Eastern 
European pogroms, an_anti-semitic 


16 





Anti-semitic Edwardian gollywog. 


Edwardian toy made its appearance: 
hooked nose and leering features stamped 
on to the gollywog head and body. 


Robertson's unrepentant 


This heritage did not face Robertson’s 
when it first began to use the symbol more 
than 70 years ago (and made it the official 
trademark in 1930). And by the late 1970s 
and early 1980s, when a sustained campaign 
against the golly was mounted by the 
National Committee on Racism in 
Children’s Books, Robertson’s was 
unrepentant, sticking by the ‘lovable doll’ 
interpretation. 

One thing is certain: the gollywog is not 
just any doll. Andrew Nebel, Robertson’s 
marketing manager, is surely right — 
although he may not realise the true import 
of his words — in claiming that ‘‘the golly is 
part of our national tradition and an attack 
on it is an attack on a part of British 
culture”’ (City Limits, 9-15 March 1984). 


Merseyside Furore 


Judging from the recent mountain of 
newsprint devoted to a subject which has 
few of the attributes generally deemed 
‘sensational’ in media terms, the press 
concurs in this view. The furore was 


sparked off again this year when the 
Labour-controlled Merseyside Council 
tried (and failed) to evict the giant gollywog 
castle and 3-foot high golly jam jars from 
the International Garden Festival on the 
grounds that they were an ‘outrageous 
insult’ to black people. The story was given 
prominent coverage in the national and 
provincial papers. 

Most papers completely ignored the 
implications of the gollywog, and 
overlooked the ironic fact that the 
International Garden Festival was planned 
by the then Minister for Merseyside Michael 
Heseltine as part of the ‘cure’ for 
Liverpool’s problems after the Toxteth 
uprising of 1981. Instead, the press 
confined itself to ridiculing the ‘left’ and 
the ‘race relations industry’ in its news 
stories, leaders, cartoons, and letters pages. 
The Daily Star, for example, denounced the 
‘‘Labour rulers of Merseyside’? as ‘‘a 
bunch of sourpusses’’ in its editorial of 1 
May 1984 and carried a cartoon ridiculing 
the Council. But later, it ran one of the few 
serious articles on the subject. Joe Ashton 
began his article by saying that while 
Margaret Thatcher had apologised to Zola 
Budd for demonstrators who came out 
against her, she had never apologised to 
black football players for the incessant 
abuse directed at them from hundreds of 
racists at every match. He looked at 
Britain’s racist imperial past, and at the 
lineage of the word ‘wog’, which, he wrote, 
derived from ‘‘the black-faced golliwogs on 
the communal Robertson’s jam jars that 
seemed to stand on every mess table in 
every camp, from Catterick to Calcutta’’. 
He attacked Robertson’s for keeping its 
racist trademark (the company must still be 
“living in the days of the Jewel in the 
Crown’’) and defended Liverpool’s ‘‘much- 
maligned local councillors’? for taking a 
stand against it. 

Ashton’s was a unique voice in the golly 
controversy. Far more typical was the 
response of the Mail, which wrote that the 
“lovely left wingers’? are simply out to 
incite hysteria — ‘‘isn’t it wonderful that 
they failed?’’ (2.5.84); Gollywog dolls ‘‘are 
enormously popular with children of all 
colours’’. The Mail found a black worker 
to drive the point home: ‘‘My good friend 
Golly! There’s nothing racist about him, 
says Emmanuel, the Jam Factory worker’’ 


(5.5.84). Instead of feeling outraged, 
Emmanuel ‘‘crackles with good humour, 
drives a gleaming white sports car and 
declares that the Golly has always been 
good for him’’. 

The majority of letters (which got 
selected for publication) took the same line, 
dwelling nostalgically on the ‘innocence’ 
and ‘charm’ of childhood gollywog toys, 
and the baseness of those who want to take 


> 
GOLLY! 


“‘Book him for swearing in the street, with a double up charge 
for racial abuse.”’ 





From July 1984 issue of Po/ice — magazine of 
the Police Federation. 


DATA 
COLLECTION AND 
BLACK PEOPLE 


Black people in Britain have for 
many years been passport checked 
by state agencies, employers, police 
officers and immigration officials. 
However, computerisation of 
records, passports and National 
Insurance cards holds out the 
prospect of inter-agency data 
exchange on a vast scale. State 
personal records can be cross 
checked with police or local 
authority records. Weak data 
protection law, police ‘inter-agency 
policies, racial U.B.O. records and 
internal immigration checks could 
converge to provide a systematic 
surveillance system. Just how far 
we have come down this road can 
be judged from the following list, 
which details some of the main 
ways that black people can be 
checked and recorded. 


Police 


@local intelligence on individuals collected 
and collated at divisional level 

@ ‘criminal’ names (about 4m) held on Police 
National Computer, including some people 
not convicted of crime 

@wanted and missing persons (about 
140,000) on Police National Computer, 
including suspects. The computer can 


them away. One letter suggested that Prime 
Minister Botha be given one as a present for 
his grandchildren — ‘‘It is my opinion that 
the cuddling of golliwogs has done more for 
racial harmony than will ever be achieved 
by the foolish people who wish to ban 
gollies’’ (Guardian, 10.5.84). 

Another spate of letters and articles 
followed the GLC decision to ban 
Robertson’s products from its premises, 
and the barring of golly road safety posters 
from Islington town hall. Robertson’s had, 
meanwhile, won the gold award of the 
Designers and Art Association for its golly 
advertising campaign, and soon its new 
posters were plastered everywhere. 

But there is far more than sales 
promotion at stake in the controversy over 
the gollywog and other racist images, as is 
clear from the sheer magnitude of the press 


| have returned from holiday to find 
hundreds of messages awaiting me from 
roXe) iCex- We) ai (et-1 eo Meet-Talacey am ale) ol-MceM-lal\uU-1g 
every one personally. Would you all 
please accept my assurance that my 
family and | are very grateful for your 
PTV) eo} oleyaae-lale MO lare(-le-ae-lale liar: pam tae mal (eM ce) 
know that I still have so many friends in 
the police service. 
PETER JOHNSON 
(Durham) 
(Police July 1984) 


@ Peter Johnson was the Inspector who was 
forced to resign after making racist 
comments at the Police Federation 
conference in May. 





indicate whether a person is a deportee or 
alien 

@nearly 200,000 names on Metropolitan 
Police Criminal Intelligence Computer 

@an estimated 60,000 names on illegal 
Immigration Intelligence Unit files 

@an estimated 287,000 names on Central 
Drugs Intelligence Unit files 

@an estimated 1.5m names on Special 
Branch files 

@ all aliens required to register with the police 
{just under 200,000 in 1983) 

@register of offences of those liable to 
deportation 

®@ passport checking 


Immigration 


@ 300,000 names on immigration service 
computer. 

®@ suspect index used by immigration officers 
now holds 18,000 names — expected to rise 
to 75,000 with computerisation now in 
progress 

@ 15,000 names on index of applicants for 
refugee status 


Social security 


@staff must report all claims by immigrants 
to HO which then informs the Home Office 
@staff instructed to question and if 
necessary demand to see the passports of 
claimants who ‘appear to have come from 
abroad’; information can be passed to the 
Home Office or police if immigration status in 
doubt. 


Housing 


@ housing departments known to have asked 
for passports to confirm identity and 
residential status; in some cases police or 
Home Office have been informed 





response. In his defence of the golly 
emblem, Robertson’s marketing manager 
had evoked the sanctity of British culture, a 
theme later taken up by the extreme right- 
wing Tory MP Harvey Proctor. Noting 
‘‘with derision’’ the renewed attempt by 
Islington Council to ban golly advertising, 
Proctor ordered the ‘‘race relations 
industry’”’ to ‘‘keep its sticky paws off a 
traditional fictional nursery-room character 
much loved by generations of true English 
children’’ (Daily Mail, 12.6.84; Islington 
Gazette, 22.6.84). For generations, British 
children have imbibed a culture embedded 
in centuries of exploitation of black peoples 
around the world. In such a context, the 
golly is more than a caricature or a simple 
racial stereotype: it is the embodiment of 
that fundamentally racist culture, to be 
jealously guarded by all ‘true’ Britons. 


“ YOUR TRANSPORT'S ARRIVED, HIGH COMMISSIONER I" 


The Sun 10 July 1984. 


® homeless families units known to ask for 
passports and to have reported suspected 
immigration irregularities to the police 
@many local authorities now recording 
ethnic origin of council house tenants 


Health 


@black people frequently asked for 
passports when seeking treatment; Home 
Office informed in at least one case 

@ under charges scheme now in operation a// 
patients supposed to be asked about their 
residence in the UK 


Education 


®black children in schools asked for their 
passports 

@black students told to produce their 
passports to show whether they have ‘home’ 
or ‘overseas’ status 

@educational establishments liaise with 
Home Office about overseas students 
progress and payment of fees, etc 


Employment and 
unemployment 


® many firms now recording the ethnic origin 
of their employees and job applicants 

@ passport checks frequently carried out by 
employers 

®@ government plans to record ethnic origin of 
all unemployment benefit claimants 


Registrars’ offices 


@may ask for passports and may pass 
information on to the Home Office or police | 


Prison 


@ about 300,000 names of past and present _ 
inmates’ ethnic origins recorded since 1983. 








That’s Funny, You Don’t Look Anti- 
Semitic: An anti-racist analysis of left 
anti-semitism, by Steve Cohen (Beyond 
the Pale Collective, £2.00). 


Steve Cohen is a dedicated campaigner 
with an anti-racist pedigree — of 
organising, analysing and publicising 
— that few in Britain can rival. 
Though this book no doubt emanates 
from his commitment and passion 
against injustice, it is, unlike his ‘anti- 
racist’? work, flawed from start to 
finish. The thinking is woolly, the 
terms are ill-defined, the examples on 
which he relies are wrenched out of 
context, and, above all, he substitutes 
passion and assertion for material 
argument. 

Cohen accuses the Left (both contem- 
poraneously and historically) of concocting 
its own ‘conspiracy theory’ by equating 
Zionism with ‘world imperialism’, of 
denying Jewish identity, either because it is 
‘conceptually impossible’ or ‘hopelessly 
reactionary’, and of imposing ‘collective 
guilt’ on all Jews for Zionism. 

And on all counts, I find Cohen is wrong. 
Wrong, not because the Left is above 
reproach, but because Cohen is taking such 
a partial and incomplete view of the 
Jewish/Zionist question. It is not enough to 
trot out platitudes, as he does, about being 
against Zionism and in support of the 
Palestinian struggle. Zionism is part of 
Western imperialism, Zionism is powerful, 
the state of Israel is used to destabilise 


SOUTHALL 
POLICE GET 
HEAVY 


Southall police still believe they area 
law unto themselves, to judge from 
two recent incidents involving black 
families there. On 13 July, Mohan 
Singh Dhall’s family house in Trinity 
Road, Southall, was invaded by 
about 40 police officers who 
smashed the door down and 


ransacked the house. They claimed 
to be looking for drugs and said 
afterwards that they had a warrant, 


although Mr Dhall denies being 
shown one. When no drugs were 
found, they took away the Dhalls’ 
babysitter to check her passport and 
immigration status. 

On 19 June, another black family in the 
same road was subjected to even worse 
abuse of police power. A 12 year old girl 
had gone missing and in her address 
book was the name of Stanley Flanders, 


Third World countries, Israel is supporting 
racist regimes such as South Africa and 
training troops for authoritarian states such 
as Guatemala and Sri Lanka. (Is it any 
wonder that the Left and most black people 
distrust it politically?) 

And I believe that, after all the Israeli 
aggression, after Sabra and Shatila, there 
can be no progressive (Cohen calls himself a 
socialist) ‘Jewish identity’ which does not 
include anti-Zionism. Cohen believes in a 
‘Jewish identity’ — but based on what? If it 
is based on some common experience of our 
oppression in history, it is backward and 
reactionary. Our identity today, when the 
oppressed have themselves turned 
oppressors, must speak to our ‘collective 
guilt’. For we are guilty if we do not 
denounce what is being done in our name. 
This is what Steve Cohen will not accept. 
And this is why he sees anti-semitism 
written all over the Left — from Newsline 
to Big Flame — whilst I read anti-Zionism. 

And his politics become yet more sus- 
pect when he attacks the Left for putting 
anti-semitism too low on their list of 
priorities. For him, everyone, from Uri 
Davies to the Anti-Nazi League, doesn’t 
really know the reality of anti-semitism in 
Britain. He criticises them for implying that 
anti-black racism is more of a problem 
today — yet nowhere in his book is there 
one concrete example of the palpable anti- 
semitism he knows about. 

But it would be unfair to write Steve off 
as simply trying to pit Jews against blacks. 
His concern, he says, is that the Left ‘‘leave 
unopposed the anti-semitism on which 
fascism is ultimately built’’. Cohen may not 
be a Zionist, but he is firmly wedded to the 
ideas and experiences of Jews in the 1930s. 
For him, there is no other basis on which 
fascism could be built; for him, there is no 
contemporary reality; for him, the fear of 
an abstraction — that history will repeat 
itself — has in this book become the 
starting and finishing point of politics. 


Jenny Bourne 


the 19 year old son of Cecil and Elizabeth 
Flanders. Police searched the Flanders’ 
house on 18 June at 11.30pm and again 
on 19 June at 6.30am. 

The Flanders family did not object; 
after all, the girl was missing and the 
police were entitled to be suspicious. 
But then the girl was found, by the canal, 
with some other youths — and hours 
later huge numbers of police descended 
on the Flanders’ house, supposedly to 
search once more for the girl. There were 
police at the front, the back, on the road 
and in alleyways, with vans blocking the 
road and a helicopter circling overhead. 
As police forced their way in, Mrs 
Flanders was crushed against the wall, 
and needed medical treatment as a 
result. Damage was done to the roof, a 
window and a central heating outlet. The 
strength of the police, and their 
behaviour, caused neighbours to get 
involved, and four people were charged 
with obstruction and possessing 
offensive weapons. (There are to be no 
charges at all in relation to the girl.) The 
police claimed that only 12 police were 
used and denied using a _ helicopter, 
although it was visible to hundreds of 
people in the area at the time. 





DEPORTATION 
DEMO IN BRUM 


On Saturday, 4 August, hundreds of 
supporters marched from Handsworth 
to Birmingham city centre to protest 
against the deportation of Karamjit 
Singh Varriach. Karamjit was 
sentenced in May 1983 to 18 months 
imprisonment for petrol-bombing two 
Birmingham clubs — both notorious 
for operating a colour bar — during 
the 1981 uprisings. 

Although he was not recommended for 
deportation by the courts, and he has 
served his sentence (getting time off for 
good behaviour), the Home Office has 
decided to deport him on the ground that 
he is a threat to ‘‘the public good’’. The 
Tribunal to which he appealed has upheld 
the Home Office’s decision. Another of the 
four youths involved in the petrol-bombing 
has been told that he will be deported if he 
is convicted of any further offence, no 
matter how minor. 

A campaign against the criminalisation 
and deportation of black youth has been set 
up in Birmingham to fight Karamjit’s 
deportation and to organise against the 
increasing involvement in immigration 
control of the DHSS, doctors, hospitals, 
banks, teachers and police officers. 

For further information contact: 
Bhopinder Basi, Campaign Against the 
Criminalisation and Deportation of Black 
Youth, c/o 101 Villa Road, Handsworth, 
Birmingham. 





PASSPORT HARASSMENT 
FOR HOMELESS BLACKS 


HOMELESS black people are having to 
present their passports before being 
admitted to  bed-and-breakfast 
accommodation. In July this year, a black 
man who was being placed in bed-and- 
breakfast accommodation by his local 
homeless families unit in London was 
refused admission by the hotel because he 
could not supply his passport number. He 
was eventually admitted on the 
understanding that he would produce it the 
following day. 

The hotel in question explained that it 
was following an instruction from the 
Metropolitan Police to maintain a register 
of all guests, including their nationalities 
and passport numbers. This register, hotels 
are told, should be kept for 12 months and 
is open to inspection by the police. A local 
police officer confirmed that the instruction 
had been issued and that he periodically 
inspected the registers of local hotels. 

The instruction was made under the 
Immigration (Hotels Records) Order 1972 
itself issued under the Immigration Act 
1971. Its purpose was originally to keep 
track of visitors to the UK, but, like other 
immigration laws and regulations, it now 
appears that this one is playing a part in the 
internal surveillance of black people born 
or settled in this country. 


UNIGATE’S ‘HUMOUR’ 


Unigate, the milk company, is giving a 
booklet to householders, entitled 
‘Watch out the Humphreys are back’, 
that contains numerous jokes which, 
apart from being unimaginative and 
repetitive, are blatantly racist. There is 
joke after joke about cannibals (with 
particular mention of New Guinea and 
Africa) with punchlines reminiscent of 
the early white colonisers’ and 
missionaries’ visions of Afro-Caribbean 
peoples’ way of life. For example: 

Cannibal husband: How many people 
for dinner tonight? 

Cannibal wife: Just one each, dear. 

Either the Unigate team was unable to 
think of any better ‘jokes’, or it assumed 
these would not offend a section of the 
population. In either case, it is 
important that it is told that this booklet 
is not suitable for anyone — of any age 
and certainly not children. Such jokes 

will merely reinforce and perpetuate the 
images of black people as ‘jungle 

junnies’ and ‘savage cannibals’ that 

hildren already have. (Protesting can 
help. The racist Rag Mag of Guy’s 
Hospital was withdrawn after protests 
from CARF and others.) Please 
complain to: 

Either the Marketing Manager, 
Unigate Dairies Ltd., 14-40 Victoria 
Road, Aldershot 

Or Sir Thomas Hetherington, 
Director of Public Prosecutions, 4-12 
Queen Anne’s Gate, London SW1 9AZ. 





‘MULTI-AGENCY’ 
APPROACH 


The Metropolitan Police is planning to 
apply its multi-agency approach to the 
policing of racial violence. Racial 
incident prevention panels, involving 
police, local authority officers, teachers, 
community relations councils and black 
organisations, will be set up in what 
police describe as a “problem-solving 
approach”. A pilot scheme was 
supposed to have been set up in Tower 
Hamlets in east London last year, but 
this never materialised. Now the panels 
are planned for Newham, Ealing, 
Greenwich and Barnet, as well as Tower 
Hamlets. 


BIRDWOOD’S MINE 
SCHEME 


IT was only ever a matter of time before 
the miners’ strike dragged Lady Jane 
Birdwood’s Self Help Organisation from 
the woodwork. 

SHO members have recently received 
an appeal for funds from “E. Campbell” 
{really the ageing Edward Martell) to 
help the organisation carry out a daring 
scheme against the NUM. 

They want to buy a coal mine. That's 
right, a real, working, but private coal 
mine in Wales. Having bought it they will 
do their damnedest to attract NUM 
pickets to its gates at which point they 
plan to dash off to court to have all the 
NUM's funds sequestered, thus bringing 
the dispute to a speedy end. 

Personally. we would rather 
contribute to food parcels for — 
families. 
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ysWaaatelanealiamalolaer-s'r-1(0l-1en.-mm-lererelelane 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR's press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 
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Asian youth attacked 


Two 18 year old youths were fined and bound 
over to be of good behaviour for a year by 
Bradford magistrates after assaulting a 17 year 
old Asian youth. Javed Rashid was punched and 
kicked at as he vomited in a shop doorway; the 
attack was totally unprovoked and was 
accompanied by a good deal of racial abuse. The 
chairman of the bench told the two youths that 
they had committed a very serious offence and 
that they would have been more severely 
punished if Mr Rashid had been more badly 
injured. (Bradford Telegraph & Argus 19.17.84.) 


Record compensation for race attack victim 


Mr Gray Ebor, a Nigerian electronics engineer, 
received £75,000 from the British Criminal 
Injuries Compensation Board as a result of an 
attack that left him blind. Mr Ebor was knifed by 
two white youths in August 1977 in the Queens 
Park area of London. Mr Ebor managed to 
pursue his attackers into a house where he was 
beaten by another man. A year later two youths 
were sentenced to six years imprisonment for 
their part in the attack. Mr Ebor and his wife 
Marjorie now live in Farnborough where they 
have asked the local council to transfer them to 
another house because they still receive abusive 
and threatening phone calls from fascists. They 
were caused further upset by the comments of 
the chairman of the compensation board, who 
advised them not to squander their compensation 
money. Ms Ebor said that she felt that was the 
final insult. Mr Ebor commented that no amount 
of money could compensate black people in this 
country for racial attacks. (Morning Star 
14.7.84.) 


Skinhead aquitted of assaulting Asian youth 


A 19 year old skinhead from Southall was 
acquitted of an assault on 21 year old Raj 
Thakur after a judge ruled that the statement he 
made to the police did not provide sufficient 
evidence against him. The assault occurred when 
a group of Asians attending a family party 
clashed with youths attending another party in 
the same council block. Mr Thakur was seriously 
injured in the attack and the skinhead was one of 
five men who pleaded guilty to the assault. But at 
his trial the youth changed his plea to not guilty 
and he claimed that he had only made a 
confession earlier because of police pressure. The 
youth was released after the jury failed to reach a 
verdict on a charge of common assault. (Southall 
Gazette 20.7.84.) 


Attacks on housing estates 


At a public meeting in Harlesden Methodist 
church Asians from the St Raphael and 
Stonebridge council estates complained bitterly 
of police and council inactivity over racial 
attacks and harassment in the area. Many of 
those present had themselves been the victims of 
racist violence. They described experiences 
ranging from verbal abuse, being spat at and 
having stones thrown through their windows to 
sharp objects, soiled nappies and dead animals 
being pushed through their letterboxes. The 


meeting demanded that Brent council evict 
known racists from the estate and that the local 
police pay more attention to the residents’ 
complaints and prosecute offenders. After the 
meeting the five local Labour councillors said 
they would do all they could to ensure that the 
borough housing department dealt with the 
problem of racist attacks as a_ priority. 
(Willesden & Brent Chronicle 20.7.84.) 


Family terrorised by race attacks 


A young Asian couple with three children have 
endured three years of racial attacks on their 
home. In the latest attack a half-brick was hurled 
through their front window narrowly missing a 
friend. They have suffered similar attacks in the 
past as well as being the victims of racial abuse 
but they say the local police in Northholt just 
ignore their complaints. Last year their front 
door was kicked in and the letters NF have been 
scrawled on the house. Mrs Sabota claims they 
are attacked because they are Asian and her 
husband wears a turban. She is especially 
worried about their children, ‘‘it’s mentally 
disturbing, you get frightened even when you 
hear a knock at the door’’. (Southall Gazette 
6.7.84.) 


Plight of Asians in Islington 


South Islington Law Centre has slammed the 
London borough’s Housing Department for 
ignoring the pleas of an Asian family to be re- 
housed. The family had suffered 18 months of 
harassment before the complaints were taken 
seriously. Members of the family had been spat 
on and kicked, windows had been smashed and 
their property damaged. Some council officials 
managed to ignore all the facts and treat the 
family’s complaints as ‘‘a cunning and devious 
method to be re-housed’’. The Law Centre has 
made a report on the facts of the case and sent it 
to the Council’s race relations committee. On 
Islington’s council estates victims of racial 
harassment live under siege conditions, 
according to another report presented to the 
Borough’s race relations committee. Presenting 
the report Housing Officer Martin Higgins said 
that 30 cases of racial harassment had been 
reported to the council and as a result of them 
10 families had been re-housed. Members of the 
committee agreed that the police should 
prosecute anyone suspected of racial attacks and 
that the council should evict such people from 
council property. (/slington Gazette 6.7.84.) 


ARSON 





Boy killed in blaze 


An 11 year old West Indian boy was killed in a 
blaze at his family home at Penn near 
Wolverhampton. It is thought that the blaze 
which caused the death of Lloyd Foreshaw was 
started deliberately by a petrol bomb being 
pushed through the letter box. Five other 
members of the boy’s family as well as a guest 
were treated in hospital. Local people think the 
attack had a racial motive and the police are 
treating it as a murder inquiry. (Daily Mail 
16.7.84.) 


Petrol bomb attack 


In Willesden, the home of the Hussain family 
was attacked by petrol bombers; the attack 
happened at 3am. Neighbours called the police 
when they saw two people throw the petrol 
bombs at the Hussains’ house. The police arrived 
in time to wake Mr Hussain, his wife and four 
year old son and extinguish the blaze. A petrol 
soaked rag was also found hanging from the 
petrol tank of their car. No one has yet been 
charged for the attack. (Morning Star 12.7.84.) 
12.7.84.) 
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Role playing to ‘break barriers’ 


At a youth club in Newham, east London, police 
officers and local black teenagers are taking part 
in a series of meetings designed to increase 
understanding and respect for one another. The 
8-hour programme includes role playing 
exercises where one group acts out a scene while 
another group takes notes which form the basis 
for discussion. Ten scenarios are used and video 
films are used to show what it is like to be a 
young black in London. Inspector Roger 
Hoskins writing in the London police newspaper 
The Job said that the project uses officers and 
youths from the same area so ‘‘there is a prospect 
that they will meet again and consolidate their 
relationships’. (The Standard 2.7.84.) 


Police allow BNP meeting in Bradford 


Mr C.M. Khan has resigned as the vice- 
chairperson of the Manningham Police 
Community Forum because the British National 
Party was permitted to meet in Bradford. 
Together with the Labour group on the Council 
he has called for an inquiry to establish whether 
or not the police had prior knowledge that the 
meeting was going to take place. Mr Khan who is 
also president of the Bangladesh Peoples’ 
Association says the confidence of Bradford’s 
black community in the police has been badly 
shaken. Superintendent Barry Osborne said the 
police had no foreknowledge of the meeting 
which he described as ‘‘impromptu’’. (Bradford 
Telegraph & Argus 25.17.84.) 


Disabled man terrified at police raid 


Armed police raided the home of a disabled 
black man while investigating a series of 
burglaries and armed robberies. It was later 
shown they had raided the wrong flat. Mr 
Solomon Meade was in the bedroom of his flat 
with his wife and young baby when armed police 
kicked down the door and ordered him out of 
bed and then forced him to kneel down on the 
floor of his living room at gun point. 
Embarrassed detectives later apologised for their 
mistake but Mr Meade intends to make a formal 
complaint. He suffers from sickle cell anaemia, a 
disease of the red blood cells, and any shock 
can cause a fatal attack. Mr Meade said he was 
scared out of his wits and lost his voice for two 
days. The police did not show any identification 
or warrant and Mr Meade says there was 
absolutely no need to kick the door down. 
(Uslington Gazette 27.7.84.) 


Meeting votes to ban the police 


A public meeting at Stoke Newington school 
organised by the Hackney Police Monitoring 
Group, the National Union of Teachers and the 
Roach Family Support Committee voted to ban 
three police officers from its proceedings. The 
three officers were there to take part in a debate 
on the question of police in schools. A spokes- 
person for the local NUT said they were looking 
forward to a good debate and the presence of the 
police would have stopped people speaking 
freely. (East London Advertiser 20.7.84.) 


Man twice arrested and harassed by police 


Mr Andre Bretagne from Martinique was 
arrested after walking in a local park with his 15 
month old daughter. According to Mr Bretagne 
the police tried to snatch his daughter from him 
so he ran home. There he was arrested by 12 
police officers and taken to Twickenham police 
station — his wife and child were taken to 
Richmond police station. Mr Bretagne was 
accused of indecently assaulting youths in the 
park and was stripped and subjected to an 
intimate body search before being released two 
hours later without having been charged. His 
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English wife claims that she was told her baby 
would be taken into care unless she answered 
questions. Some two hours later the couple were 
reunited. A little later a social services officer 
called but the couple said they were too upset to 
answer questions and they asked the officer to 
call back later. Four hours later the officer 
returned accompanied by three others who 
promptly arrested Mr Bretagne and took him off 
to the police station. Mrs Bretagne was taken 
with her baby to a hospital in Roehampton where 
her baby was X-rayed eight times for bruising to 
her head but she was found to be in perfectly 
good health. Meanwhile her husband was taken 
to court and bound over to keep the peace for six 
months. Mr Bretagne said at the end of his 
ordeal ‘‘we have received no explanation and no 
apology about this. It was a nightmare where no 
one was prepared to stop and listen to what we 
had to say. Until this happened I did not believe 
that such things could occur in England’’. 
(Guardian 30.7.84.) 


IMMIGRATION 





Jamaican girl faces deportation 


A 23 year old Jamaican girl, Caroline Laird, has 
been held in Holloway prison since December 
1983 awaiting her appeal to be allowed to settle 
in this country. She has only left the prison for 
one hour in that time when she married her 
fiancé Norman Ricketts who has lived in this 
country since 1962 and has the permanent right 
to remain. Norman and Caroline were engaged 
well before her arrest in December so there is no 
question of the marriage being one of 
convenience. Her case has been taken up by 
Labour MP Harry Cohen and the immigration 
specialist Professor Marcus Garvey. (Daily 
Mirror 18.7.84.) 


Officials to get ‘racism awareness’ training 


Home Office civil servants in the immigration 
and nationality departments are to be trained in 
“racism awareness’’ to help them avoid racially 
biased judgements. It is hoped the training will 
help to improve the judgement of officials when 
dealing with people who come to Britain for 
short visits. Over 7,000 were refused entry last 
year because immigration officials believed they 
would not leave the country. The Commission 
for Racial Inequality is soon to publish a report 
on the subject. (Guardian 18.7.84.) 


GLC to fight immigration laws 


The GLC is to help in the fight to boost anti- 
deportation campaigns in Britain and Europe. 
Ken Livingstone said that the GLC would 
provide funds and resources to help co-ordinate 
the existing campaigns which a variety of 
London boroughs had set up. Anti-deportation 
activities throughout Europe were now being co- 
ordinated by the European Immigrant Lobby 
Steering Committee; the GLC money will help to 
make the British end of the operation more 
effective. In its policy report on deportations the 
GLC pointed out that the number of deportation 
orders last year had reached 14,531 compared to 
465 ten years ago. (Morning Star 13.7.84.) 


14 year old questioned by French immigration 


A 14 year old black British schoolboy was singled 
out from his school mates and asked to produce 
an identity card by French immigration officials 
in Cherbourg. Nigel Fisher was on a school trip 
to France with 10 other school children and their 
teacher when the incident occurred. The party 


were travelling on a collective passport which — 


meant that under EEC rules they did not require 
individual identity cards. Nigel’s local 


Conservative EMP, Madron Seligman, made a 
complaint to the French ministry because Nigel 
and his teacher “thought he was picked on 
because he was coloured’’. The French Foreign 
Minister Claude Cheysson wrote a letter of 
apology to Mr Seligman blaming a junior official 
for the ‘‘regrettable error’? but he denied any 
racial motive. (Daily Mail 4.7.84.) 


PRESS COUNCIL 


The Press Council rejected a complaint against _ 
The Sun newspaper for publishing articles which 
allegedly propagated racist generalisations about 
black children. The Sun published a story about 
a white girl attending a school in Leicester who 
would be the only white girl in her class. The 
article quoted her mother as saying that her 
daughter felt “like a leper’. The article was 
accompanied by a large eight column 
photograph which showed only one white girl — 
among a group of children. The paper did not 
tell its readers that this photograph was taken in. 
Slough in Buckinghamshire and had nothing to _ 
do with the school in Leicester. The Director of 





Education for Berkshire complained about the 


article and the misleading impression it created 
as did teachers at a London school who felt the 
article was a harmful racial generalisation. The 
Press Council said that it could not agree that the 
story amounted to a harmful racial 
generalisation but it believed that the article 
lacked the balance, sensitivity and care that the 
treatment of this subject demanded. (Leicester 
Mercury 18.7.84.) 





A cartoon in The Sun newspaper which showed 
black grass-skirted ‘natives’ on a ‘typical 
paradise island’ boiling a cauldron containing 
white punks and skinheads was not racially 
abusive, according to the Press Council. The 
managing editor of Zhe Sun, Mr Kenneth 
Donlan said the cartoon was merely a joke. (The 
Times 11.7.84.) 


BAN CLUBS WHICH 
DISCRIMINATE 


The Sheffield Campaign Against Racism’s youth 
section has organised a petition signed by 3,000 
people to refuse the granting of licences to any 
night clubs in the city which practice racial 
discrimination. In particular SCAR wants the 
city council to remove the liquor licence from 
Josephine’s nightclub in the city. The 
Commission for Racial Equality found that in 
1982 the club operated a colour bar and a county 
court judge ordered the club to pay a £300 fine. 
SCAR’s youth secretary Kate Flannery said that 
action outside the Race Relations Act was needed 
as county court actions were expensive and the 
CRE would only take cases which were 
‘unstoppable’. (Sheffield Morning Telegraph 
17.7.84.) : 





BLACK JUROR REMOVED 


Miss Annette Blair, a 27 year old business 
graduate, was ordered off a jury at the Inner © 
London Crown Court when she accused her 
fellow jurors of racism and complacency, after 
they convicted a black man of robbery by a 10-2 





majority. Miss Blair said the jury spent most of 


their time in the jury room indulging in idle 
gossip and reading The Sun instead of carefully 
considering the facts of the case. “‘There is 
racism on this jury. It’saclearcaseofafit-upby _ 
Brixton police’, she said. (Daily Telegraph 
14.7.84.) ees. 












